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Our aim is to provide such brief study materials to the 

student that the material made available will not only guide 

the students to the path of success, but also inspire them to recognize and explore 

their own inner potential. The Board as well as the internal exam preparation is 

based on three pillars – Concept Clarity, Contextual familiarity and 

Application Expertise. Our innovative and dedicated teaching material will 

ensure that every student gets a firm grip of each of these pillars essential for the 

arduous preparations. 

 

We also understand the importance of CBSE board exam and students' future goal 

depends upon the performance in these exams. We understand that in pandemic 

situation the students feel a lot of pressure of performance in exam. It is very 

important to develop the right exam temperament in the students so they can tackle 

the pressure & surprises easily. In this direction, making such brief study materials 

available will help the students a lot. 
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XII-English Core Syllabus Term-2 

 

 

S. No. Month 

 

Name of the Unit 

 

 

Book / Writing/ 

Grammar 

 

 

Title 

 

1. 

 

December 

 

Flamingo 

 

Aunt Jennifre‘s Tigers  (poem) 

 

2. 

 

 

Vistas (Supple) 

 

On the Face of It 

3.  

Evan Tries an O-Level 

 

 

4. 

 

 

Writing 

 

Report writing 

 

5. 

 

 

Discussion on 

Project 

 

Review of Project 

 

6. 

 

January 

 

 

Study Material 

Discussion 

 

Revision of Syllabus 

 

7. 

 

 

Sample Paper Practice 

 

8. 

Discussion on QP 

based on Board 

exams 

 

Solving Sample Papers 

 

9. 

 

 

Term-2 Project 

Work & Viva Voce 

 

Project Work & Viva Voce (10 Marks) 

10. 

February 

Discussion on QP 

based on Board 

exams 

Solving CBSE Sample Papers 

 

11. 

 

 

Final Assessment 

 

Assessment of Speaking and Listening 

 

12. 

 

 

Final Project 

Presentation 

 

Presentation of Project and Viva Voce (By 

Internal and External Examiners) 

 

13. 

 

 

March 

 

Term-II 

 

Term-II Examination 
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ENGLISH (CORE)- 301 

RATIONALISED CURRICULUM (2020-21) 

Background 

Students are expected to have acquired a reasonable degree of language proficiency in English 

Language by the time they come to class XI, and the course aims, essentially, at promoting the 

higher-order language skills. 

For a large number of students, the higher secondary stage will be a preparation for the university, 

where a fairly high degree of proficiency in English may be required. But for another large group, 

the higher secondary stage may be a preparation for entry into the professional domain. The Core 

Course should cater to both groups by promoting the language skills required for academic study as 

well as the language skills required for the workplace. 

Competencies to be focused on: 

The general objectives at this stage are to: 

 listen and comprehend live as well as record in writing oral presentations on a variety of 

topics 

 develop greater confidence and proficiency in the use of language skills necessary for social 

and academic 

 purpose to participate in group discussions, interviews by making short oral presentation on 

given topics 

 perceive the overall meaning and organisation of the text (i.e., correlation of the vital portions 

of the text) 

 identify the central/main point and supporting details, etc., to build communicative 

competence in various lexicons of English 

 promote advanced language skills with an aim to develop the skills of reasoning, drawing 

inferences, etc. through meaningful activities 

 translate texts from mother tongue(s) into English and vice versa 

 develop ability and acquire knowledge required in order to engage in independent reflection 

and enquiry 

 read and comprehend extended texts (prescribed and non-prescribed) in the following genres: 

science 

 fiction, drama, poetry, biography, autobiography, travel and sports literature, etc. 

 text-based writing (i.e., writing in response to questions or tasks based on prescribed or 

unseen texts) 

 understand and respond to lectures, speeches, etc. 
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 write expository / argumentative essays, explaining or developing a topic, arguing a case, etc. 

write 

 formal/ informal letters and applications for different purposes. 

● make use of contextual clues to infer meanings of unfamiliar vocabulary 

● select, compile and collate information for an oral presentation 

● produce unified paragraphs with adequate details and support 

● use grammatical structures accurately and appropriately 

● write items related to the workplace (minutes, memoranda, notices, summaries, reports etc. 

●filling up of forms, preparing CV, e-mail messages., making notes from reference materials, 

   recorded talks etc. 

The core course should draw upon the language items suggested for class IX-X and delve deeper into 

their usage and functions. Particular attention may, however, be given to the following areas of 

grammar: 

• The use of passive forms in scientific and innovative writings. 

• Convert one kind of sentence/clause into a different kind of structure as well as other items to 

  exemplify stylistic variations in different discourses modal auxiliaries- uses based on semantic 

  considerations. 

A.  Specific Objectives of Reading 

Students are expected to develop the following study skills: 

 skim for main ideas and scan for details 

  refer to dictionaries, encyclopedia, thesaurus and academic reference material in any format 

 select and extract relevant information, using reading skills of skimming and scanning 

 understand the writer's purpose and tone 

 comprehend the difference between the literal and the figurative 

 differentiate between claims and realities, facts and opinions, form business opinions on the 

basis of latest trends available 

 comprehend technical language as required in computer related fields, arrive at personal 

conclusion and logically comment on a given text. 

 Specifically develop the ability to be original and creative in interpreting opinion, develop the 

ability to be logically persuasive in defending one's opinion and making notes based on a 

text. 

Develop literary skills as enumerated below: 

 respond to literary texts 

 appreciate and analyse special features of languages that differentiate literary texts from non-

literary ones, explore and evaluate features of character, plot, setting, etc. 
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 understand and appreciate the oral, mobile and visual elements of drama 

 Identify the elements of style such as humour, pathos, satire and irony, etc. 

 make notes from various resources for the purpose of developing the extracted ideas into 

sustained pieces of writing 

B. Listening and Speaking 

Speaking needs a very strong emphasis and is an important objective leading to professional 

competence. Hence, testing of oral skills must be made an important component of the overall testing 

pattern. To this end, speaking and listening skills are overtly built into the material to guide the 

teachers in actualization of the skills. 

I. Specific Objectives of Listening & Speaking 

Students are expected to develop the ability to: 

 take organized notes on lectures, talks and listening passages 

 listen to news bulletins and to develop the ability to discuss informally a wide ranging issues 

like current national and international affairs, sports, business, etc. 

 respond in interviews and to participate in formal group discussions. 

 make enquiries meaningfully and adequately and to respond to enquiries for the purpose of 

travelling within the country and abroad. 

 listen to business news and to be able to extract relevant important information. 

 to develop public speaking skills. 

II. Guidelines for Assessment in Listening and Speaking Skills 

i. Activities: 

● Activities for listening and speaking available at www.cbseacademic.in can be used for developing 

   listening and speaking skills of students. 

● Subject teachers should also refer to books prescribed in the syllabus. 

● In addition to the above, teachers may plan their own activities and create their own material for 

   assessing the listening and speaking skills. 

ii. Parameters for Assessment: 

    The listening and speaking skills are to be assessed on the following parameters: 

o Interactive competence (Initiation & turn taking, relevance to the topic). 

o Fluency (cohesion, coherence and speed of delivery). 

o Pronunciation 

o Language (accuracy and vocabulary). 

iii. Schedule: 

● The practice of listening and speaking skills should be done throughout the academic year. 

● The final assessment of the skills is to be done as per the convenience and schedule of the school. 
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III. Record keeping: 

The record of the activities done and the marks given must be kept for three months after the 

declaration of result, for any random checking by the Board. 

No recording of speaking skills is to be sent to the Board. 

C. Specific Objectives of Writing 

The students will be able to: 

● write letters to friends, relatives, etc. to write business and official letters. 

● open accounts in post offices and banks. To fill in railway/airline reservation forms. 

● draft notices, advertisements and design posters effectively and appropriately 

● write on various issues to institutions seeking relevant information, lodge complaints, express 

   gratitude or render apology. 

● write applications, fill in application forms, prepare a personal bio-data for admission into 

    colleges, 

   universities, entrance tests and jobs. 

● write informal reports as part of personal letters on functions, programmes and activities held in  

   school (morning assembly, annual day, sports day, etc.) 

● write formal reports for school magazines/events/processes/ or in local newspapers about events or 

    occasions. 

● express opinions, facts, arguments in the form of speech or debates, using a variety  of accurate  

   sentence structures 

● draft papers to be presented in symposia. 

● take down notes from talks and lectures. 

● write examination answers according to the requirement of various subjects. 

● summarise a text. 

D. More About Reading 

Inculcating good reading habits in children has always been a concern for all stakeholders in 

education. The purpose is to create independent thinking individuals with the ability to not only 

create their own knowledge but also critically interpret, analyse and evaluate it with objectivity and 

fairness. This will also help students in learning and acquiring better language skills. 

Creating learners for the 21st century involves making them independent learners who can learn, 

unlearn and relearn. If our children are in the habit of reading, they will learn to reinvent themselves 

and deal with the many challenges that lie ahead of them. 

Reading is not merely decoding information or pronouncing words correctly. It is an interactive 

dialogue between the author and the reader in which the reader and the author share their experiences 
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and knowledge with each other. Good readers are critical readers with an ability to arrive at a deeper 

understanding of not only the world presented in the book but also of the real world around them. 

Consequently, they become independent thinkers capable of taking their own decisions in life 

rationally. Hence, a few activities are suggested below which teachers may use as a part of the 

reading project. 

 Short review / dramatization of the story 

 Commentary on the characters 

 Critical evaluation of the plot, storyline and characters 

 Comparing and contrasting the characters within the story, with other characters in stories by 

the same author or by different authors 

 Extrapolating about the story read or life of characters after the story ends defending 

characters actions in the story 

 Making an audio story out of the novel/text to be read aloud. 

 Interacting with the author 

 Holding a literature fest where students role-play as various characters to interact with each 

other 

 Role playing as authors/poets/dramatists, to defend their works and characters 

 Symposiums and seminars for introducing a book, an author, or a theme 

 Creating graphic novels out of novel or short stories they read 

  Dramatizing incidents from a novel or a story 

 Creating their own stories 

 Books of one genre to be read by the whole class. 

Teachers may select books and e-books suitable to the age and level of the learners. Care ought to be 

taken to choose books that are appropriate in terms of language, theme and content and which do not 

hurt the sensibilities of a child. 

Teachers may later suggest books from other languages by dealing with the same themes as an 

extended activity. The Project should lead to independent learning/reading skills and hence the 

chosen book should not be taught in class, but may be introduced through activities and be left for 

the students to read at their own pace. Teachers may, however, choose to assess a student's progress 

or success in reading the book by asking for verbal or written progress reports, looking at their diary 

entries, engaging in a discussion about the book, giving a short quiz or a work sheet about the 

book/short story. A befitting mode of assessment may be chosen by the teacher. 

Methods and Techniques 

The techniques used for teaching should promote habits of self-learning and reduce dependence on 

the teacher. In general, we recommend a multi-skill, learner-centred, activity based approach, of 
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which there can be many variations. The core classroom activity is likely to be that of silent reading 

of prescribed/selected texts for comprehension, which can lead to other forms of language learning 

activities such as role-play, dramatization, group discussion, writing, etc., although many such 

activities could be carried out without the preliminary use of textual material. It is important that 

students be trained to read independently and intelligently, interacting actively with texts, with the 

use of reference materials (dictionary, thesaurus, etc.) where necessary. 

Some pre-reading activity will generally be required, and the course books should suggest suitable 

activities, leaving teachers free to devise other activities when desired. So also, the reading of texts 

should be followed by post reading activities. It is important to remember that students should be 

encouraged to interpret texts in different ways. Group and pair activities can be resorted to when 

desired, although many useful 

language activities can be carried out individually. In general, teachers should encourage students to 

interact actively with texts and with each other. Oral activity (group discussion, etc.) should be 

encouraged. 

TIPS FOR THE READING SECTION 
 Don‘t expect to understand every word.  

 Read the questions first and then start going through the text keeping the questions in mind. 

  Read the title of the passage very carefully, if given. Determine what clues it gives you about 

the passage.  

 Use your general knowledge and experience of the world to form a picture about what the 

passage is all about.  

 Look at the title and also the visuals, graph or map given to get some clue about the content.  

 Try to gather a general idea about each separate paragraph. Try to find out whether they 

support the main idea as indicated by the title or whether they present a different point of 

view.  

 Try to understand the writer‘s views and opinion .This will help you to interpret, evaluate and 

analyze various parts of the given passage.  

 Some of the passages are critical in nature and press upon certain information in particular. 

Questions followed by these passages are based on statements and inferences.  

 Attempt the questions in such passages keeping the writer‘s view point in mind (input) and 

avoid using your own previous knowledge regarding the topic.  
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 Watch for keywords like causes, results, effects etc. Do not overlook signal words such as 

those suggesting controversy (e.g., versus, pros and cons), which indicate that the author is 

intending to present both sides of an argument.  

 Concentrate on the main ideas and ignore details. Most passages require at least two readings. 

Before choosing the answer, check the questions again to be sure you have understood them.  

 Get Better at Scanning - Scanning is a reading method that allows you to find information 

faster. When scanning, you no longer read everything word for word. You just move your 

eyes across the text smoothly in a wavelike motion. You don‘t stop to read details and you 

don‘t waste time with unnecessary information. This is a great method for understanding the 

main ideas of a text and for finding the information you‘ll want to read in more detail.  

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE -1 SOLVED 

 

Q 1.Read the passage given below:                (12 Marks) 

 

1. Environmental pollution refers to the introduction of harmful pollutants into the environment. The 

major types of environmental pollution are air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution, thermal 

pollution, soil pollution and light pollution. 

 

2. Deforestation and hazardous gaseous emission also lead to environmental pollution. During the 

last 10 years, the world has witnessed severe rise in environmental pollution. We all live on planet 

earth, which is the only planet known to have an environment, where air and water are two basic 

things that sustain life. 

 

3. Without air and water the earth would be like the other planets — no man, no animals. no plants. 

The biosphere in which living beings have their sustenance has oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, 

argon and water vapor. All these are well balanced to ensure and help a healthy growth of life in the 

animal world. This balance does not only help the life-cycles of animals and plants. but it also 

creates the perennial sources of minerals and energies without which the human civilization of to-day 

could not be built. 

 

4. The sources and causes of environmental pollution include the following: Industrial activities: The 

industries all over the world that brought prosperity and affluence, made inroads in the biosphere and 

disturbed the ecological balances. The pall of smoke, the swirling gases, industrial effluents and the 

fall-out of scientific experiments became constant health hazards, polluting and contaminating both 

air and water. The improper disposal of industrial wastes are the sources of soil and water pollution. 

 

5. The smoke emitted by vehicles using petrol and diesel and the cooking coal also pollutes the 

environment. The multiplication of vehicles emitting black smoke that, being free and unfettered, 

spreads out and mixes with the air eve breathe. The harmful smoke of these vehicles causes air 

pollution. Further, the sounds produced by these vehicles causes noise-pollution. Rapid urbanization 

and industrialization: The urbanization and the rapid growth of industrialization are causing through 

environmental pollution the greatest harm to the plant life, which in turn causing harm to the animal 

kingdom and the human lives. Population overgrowth: Due to the increase in population, particularly 

in developing countries, there has been surge in demand for basic food, occupation and shelter. The 



9 | P a g e  
 

world has witnessed massive deforestation to expand absorb the growing population and their 

demands. 

 

6. There surely cannot be any radical solution, for the existing factories cannot be bodily lifted to a 

place far from the populated zone. However,  the following attempts can be made to solve the 

problem of environmental pollution. The Government can at least see that future factories are set up 

at a distant place, an industrial complex far away from the township. Researchers may find out how 

to avoid harmful smoke from running vehicles. Deforestation should be stopped and forestry should 

be devolved. Discharge of factory wastes in rivers should be banned so as to make the river-water 

free from pollution. We can very well notice the abnormal behaviour of the seasons - the cycle 

developing clogs in its wheels; and the worried experts fear that the disturbed balance in the 

biosphere has assumed such serious proportion that very soon our world would be uninhabitable like 

Hiroshima of 1945. But it is heartening to find the entire world is aware of the menace. Some of the 

advanced countries have already taken some measures to meet it. If we fail to restore the ecological 

balance right now, it would be too late tomorrow. 

 

On February 5, 20XX by Ankita Mitra  

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by 

            choosing the most appropriate option.                    (1x5 = 5 Marks) 

 

(a) The industries have become successful by: 

i) poor ecological balance 

ii) encroaching the environment 

iii) disposing wastes 

iv) doing scientific experiments 

(b) The atmosphere of the earth which has Oxygen, Nitrogen, Carbon dioxide, argon and water 

             vapors is called: 

 

i) photosphere 

ii) biosphere 

iii) ozone 

iv) space 

(c)  The population overgrowth results an increase in: 

 

i) demand for basic food, occupation and shelter 

ii) demand for basic food only 

iii) demand for shelter only 

iv) demand for new industries 

(d)  Deforestation can be controlled: 

 

i) by launching new industries 

ii) by cutting more and more trees 

iii) by purchasing new vehicles 

iv) by planting new plants and by not cutting trees 
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(e) Deforestation leads to: 

 

i) healthy and safe environment 

ii) emission of healthy gases 

iii) more rains and improved water cycle 

iv) environment pollution and ecological imbalance 

1.2 Answer the following questions briefly:        (1 x5 = 5 Marks) 

 

(a) What are the major types of environmental pollution? 

(b) How are the vehicles responsible for spreading pollution? 

(c) What are the main causes of environmental pollution?    (Any two) 

(d) How can we prevent environmental pollution? 

(e) What are the initiatives taken by the government to curb pollution?  (Any two) 

 

1.3 Pick out words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following: (1x2=2 Marks) 

 

(a) release of gases (paragraph 2) 

(b) advanced state of human society (paragraph 3)  

 

Solution-1.1 

 

a) (i)  poor ecological balance 

b) (ii)  biosphere 

c) (i)  demand for basic food, occupation and shelter 

d) (iv) by planting new plants and by not cutting trees 

e) (iv) environmental pollution and ecological imbalance 

1.2 

a) The major types of environmental pollution are air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution. 

            Thermal pollution, soil pollution and light pollution. 

 

b) The multiplication of vehicles, emitting black smoke containing gases that, being free and 

            unfettered, spreads out and mixes with the air we breathe. The harmful smoke of these 

vehicles 

            causes air pollution. Further, the sounds produced by these vehicles cause noise-pollution. 

 

c) Industrial activities, Vehicles, Rapid urbanization and industrialization Population 

overgrowth. 

  

(i)  New industries should be set up at a distant place from populated area. 

(ii) Number of vehicles should be reduced. 

(iii) New plants should be planted. 

d) Deforestation - cutting of trees and clearing of forests. 
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- strict laws and rules should be enforced to reduce pollution. 

- discourage industrialization in the name of development. 

- strict laws should be enforced for population control. 

1.3 

a) emission 

b) civilization 

 

 

 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE – 2 

 

BABIES NEED BOOKS 

 

A.1. Read the extract given below and answer the following questions:               (12 Marks) 

 

1. From the moment a baby first opens its eyes, it is learning, sight and sensation spark off a learning 

process which will determine in large measure the sort of person it will become. Language stands 

head and shoulders over all other tools as an instrument of learning. It is language that gives man his 

lead in intelligence over all other creatures. Only man can stand off and contemplate his own 

situation. No other creature can assemble a list of ideas, consider them, draw conclusions and then 

explain his reasoning. Man can do all this because he possess language. And if thought depends on 

language, clearly the quality of an individual's thought will descend on that person's language-

rudimentary or sophisticated, precise or approximate, stereotyped or original. 

 

2. Very young babies are soothed by human voice comforting words close to them. This essentially 

emotional response provides early evidence that feeling is an important component of language 

learning. Children learn to use language in interaction with other human beings, and this learning 

precedes best against a background of affectionate feedback from the person who is closest to them. 

This is seen to perfection in the interaction between parent and baby : eyes locked together, the adult 

almost physically drawing 'verbal' response from the baby, both engulfed by that unique experience 

of intimate and joyful 'connecting' which sets the pattern of relationships between two people. 

 

3. Thus, long before they can speak, children are involved in a two-way process of communication 

which is steadily building a foundation on which their later use of language will be based. Constantly 

surrounded by language, they are unconsciously building structures in their minds into which their 

speech and reading will later fit-grammatical constructions, tense sequences and so on. The forms of 

these structures will depend on the amount and complexity of speech they hear. The fortunate 

children are those who listen to articulate adults expressing ideas and defending opinions. They will 

know, long before they can contribute themselves that relationships are forged through this process 

of speaking and listening; that warmth and humor have a place in the process, as have all other 

human emotions. 

 

4. Using books is the most important means of ensuring a child's adequate language development. 

None of us can endlessly initiate and maintain speech with very small children; we run out of ideas, 

or just get plain sick of it. Their lives are limited and the experience just isn't there to provide the raw 

material for constant verbal interaction, without inevitable boredom on the child's part and 

desperation on the adult's. 
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5. Parents and children who share books share the same frame reference. Incidents in everyday life 

constantly remind one or the other of a situation, a character, an action, from a jointly enjoyed book, 

with all the generation of warmth and wellbeing that is attendant upon such sharing. All too often, 

there is a breakdown of communication between parents and children when the problems of 

adolescence arise. In most cases this is the most acute when the give and take of shared opinion and 

ideas has not been constantly practiced throughout childhood. Books can play a major part in the 

establishment of this verbal give and take, because they are rooted in language. 

 

6. Young children's understanding greatly outruns their capacity for expression as their speech 

strains to encompass their awareness, to represent reality as they see it. Shades of meaning which 

may be quite unavailable to the child of limited verbal experience are startling talked-to; toddler. All 

the wonderful modifying words-later, nearly, tomorrow, almost, wait, half, lend-begin to steer the 

child away from the simple extremes of "yes" and 'no' towards the adult word of compromise; from 

the child's black and white world to the subtle shades and tints of the real world. The range of 

imaginative experience opened up by books expands the inevitably limited horizons of children's 

surroundings and allows them to make joyful, intrigued, awe-struck acquaintance with countless 

people, animals, objects and ideas in their first years of life, to their incalculable advantage. 

 

7. Books also help children to see things from other points of view besides their own as they 

unconsciously put themselves into other people's places – 'if that could happen to him, it could 

happen to me.' This imaginative self-awareness brings apprehensions and fears as well as heightened 

hopes and joys. 

 

8. Our society is increasingly dominated by visual images and crude noise. Television selects what 

we look at advertisements are designed so that non-readers will get the points; sound is often loud, 

strident and undifferentiated. In books children can experience language which is subtle, resourceful, 

exhilarating and harmonious; languages which provide the human ear (and understanding) with a 

pointed and precise pleasure, the searing illuminating impact of good and true words. All this is in 

danger of being lost against the blaring and glaring background of the modern child's world. 

              (Adapted from Babies Need Books by Dorothy 

Butler) 

 

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of this passage answer the following questions with the 

help of given options:                                                    (1×5=5 Marks) 

 

a) Of all other creatures man leads in intelligence due to: 

 

(i) ideas, 

(ii) conclusions 

(iii) reasoning 

(iv) language 

b) For very young babies an important component of language learning is: 

(i) feelings 

(ii) interaction 

(iii) experience 

(iv) feedback 

c) Books can help in child's adequate language development only when: 
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(i) children are given a book to read on their own 

(ii) parents and children share book reading 

(iii) books have colorful visual image 

(iv) books are new and expensive 

 

d) Which of the following statement is NOT correct? 

 

(i) modern child's world is full of visual images and crude noise 

(ii) advertisements are so designed that even a non-reader can understand 

(iii) in books children can experience language which is subtle, resourceful and 

             harmonious 

(iv) television is good for proper development of child's language 

e) The role of books in maintaining good relationship is when: 

 

(i) children learn to use language in interaction 

(ii) children unconsciously build structures in their mind. 

(iii) children‘s horizon expand inevitably. 

(iv) children see things from others point of view. 

1.2  Answer the following questions briefly;     (1×5= 5 Marks) 

 

a. List three things that a baby can do from the moment it is born that enable it to learn  

about the world around it. 

b. How does the range of language affect a person's thinking? 

c. What advantages do children who listen to articulate adults enjoy in comparison with 

             the others? 

d. Why according to the writer is talking alone is an inadequate base for language   

development? 

e. Pick out two other advantages of books mentioned in the passage. 

 

1.3  Find words from the passage that mean the same as:     (2 Marks) 

 

(a) Think about (Para 1) 

(b) Pronounce distinctly (Para 3) 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE 3 

 

WORLD YOGA DAY 

 

Read the extract given below and answer the following questions:             (12 marks) 
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1. International day of yoga is also called as the World Yoga Day. United Nations General Assembly 

has declared 21st of June as an International Yoga Day on 11th of December in 2014. Yoga in India 

is considered to be around 5,000 year old mental, physical and spiritual practice. Yoga originated in 

India in ancient times when people used to do meditation to transform their body and mind. 

Launching a particular date of practicing yoga all across the world and celebrating it as yoga day was 

initiated by the Indian Prime Minister to the United Nations General Assembly. World Yoga Day or 

International Day of Yoga was celebrated by the people throughout the world second time on 21st 

June in 2016. 

 

2. Yoga is essentially a spiritual discipline, focuses on bringing harmony between body and mind. It 

is an art and science of healthy living. Yoga is very necessary and beneficial for all human beings if 

it is practiced by all on daily basis in the early morning. Official name of this day is UN International 

Yoga Day and is also called as Yoga Day It is a worldwide event celebrated by the people of all 

countries through practicing yoga, meditation, debates, meetings, discussions, variety of cultural 

performances, etc. 

 

3. Yoga is a practice of controlled body part movements and control of breath. It enhances the inner 

and outer body and mind strength by connecting both to the nature. It is not a physical practice only 

as it makes a human able to get control over mental, emotional, and spiritual thoughts. It can be 

practiced by people at any age during childhood, teenage, adult or old age. It needs only safe, slow 

and controlled movements of body with controlled breathing. Yoga can be practiced by anyone as it 

is irrespective of age, religion, or health circumstances. It improves the discipline and sense of power 

as well as provides a chance to live healthy life without physical and mental problems. 

 

4. Yoga is very safe, easy and healthy way to get fit whole life without any problems. It just needs 

regular practice in right way of body movements and breathing. It regularizes the connection 

between three components of our body such as body, mind and soul. It regularizes the functioning of 

the all body organs and prevents the body and mind to get disturbed because of some bad situations 

and unhealthy lifestyle. It helps in maintaining health, knowledge and inner peace. By providing 

good health it fulfils our physical needs, through knowledge it fulfils our psychological needs and 

through inner peace it fulfills the spiritual need thus it helps in maintaining the harmony among all. 

 

5. Regular practice of the yoga in the morning provides outer and inner relief by keeping away from 

the countless ailments at the physical and mental level. Practicing postures or asana strengthens the 

body and mind as well as creates the feeling of well-being. It sharpens the human mind, improves 

intelligence and helps in high level of concentration by steadying the emotions and feelings. The 

feeling of well-being creates helping nature within us and thus enhances the social well-being. 

Improved concentration level helps in meditating and provides calming effect and inner peace to the 

mind. Yoga is like a practical philosophy which develops self-discipline and self-awareness within 

us through regular practice. 

 

6. We cannot count the benefits of yoga, we can understand it only as a miracle which can be 

experienced by doing it regularly. It maintains physical fitness, reduces stress, controls emotions, 

feelings, controls negative thoughts, feelings of general well-being, improves mental clarity, 

enhances self-understanding and connects to the nature. 

 

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of this passage answer the following questions with the help of 

given options:                     (1×4 = 4 Marks) 

 

a) Every year World Yoga Day is celebrated on 21st June because: 

 

(i) it originated and initiated in India 
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(ii) it initiates mental, physical and spiritual practice 

(iii) it initiates transformation of body and mind 

(iv) it was initiated by the Indian P.M. 

  

b) Yoga enables us to get control over. 

 

(i) physical health of all individuals 

(ii) emotional well-being of people across the globe 

(iii) material needs of a person 

(iv) our mental, emotional and spiritual thoughts 

 

c) Yoga can be practiced by: 

 

(i) people at any age 

(ii) children up to a certain age 

(iii) teenage and sick people only 

(iv) old people only 

 

d) Yoga regularizes the connection between among: 

 

(i) mind and body of a person 

(ii) mind and soul of a person 

(iii) body, mind and soul of a person, 

(iv) body and mind of a person. 

 

e) Yoga is a pragmatic reality which enhances our ability to: 

 

(i) control our emotions and know one‘s character and feelings 

(ii) appear calm and know one‘s feelings 

(iii) have a clear picture of one‘s personality, character and feelings 

(iv) understand other people and know their character and feelings 

 

1.2    Answer the following questions briefly:      (6 Marks) 

 

(a) How is Yoga Day celebrated by the people of all countries? 

(b) How Yoga connects us to nature? 

(c) How our physical, psychological and spiritual needs are fulfilled by Yoga? 

(d) What is the importance of asanas in Yoga? 

(e) Give two benefits of Yoga. 

1.3 Find words from the passage which mean the same as:     (2 Marks) 
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(a) agreement (Para 4) 

(b) helpful (Para 2) 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE- 4 

 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1. Every year, as the cold winter slowly sets in, the Switzerland of the East becomes a land of 

festivals. Just like the rest of the world, the Nagas are the indigenous people of Nagaland, celebrate 

Christmas and welcome the New Year. Kohima, the capital of Nagaland, gets ready for yet another 

annual festival – the Hornbill Festival. 

 

2. The Hornbill is greatly admired by the Nagas and is closely linked to their socio-cultural life. The 

Hornbill Festival is named after the bird, and the traditional head gear worn by the tribes during the 

festival is a symbolic tribute. 

 

3. The Hornbill festival is held every year in the first week of December in Kisama, about 10 

Kilometres from Kohima. It has been organised by tourism, art and culture departments of the state 

government of Nagaland since 2000. It brings together all the tribes of Nagaland, and celebrates the 

rich, diverse and colorful culture and heritage of the state. It includes music and dance, games and 

competitions, arts and crafts, food and gift stall. 

 

4. The Hornbill festival is held in a specially created permanent structure called the Naga Heritage 

village. The main events are held in the central area on one side which is the entertainment area 

where the games are held and in another corner is the food court. 

 

5. The village includes replicas or models of traditional houses or morungs. The morung of each tribe 

reflects its special architecture, living style and ancestral legacy. Each morning, the hunting trophies, 

spears, shields hallow log drums of each tribe or villages are kept. The doorway of each morung is 

decorated with different kinds of wood carving some of the morungs are thatched huts with masks 

pots, pans and other items of everyday use. 

 

6. Nagaland has sixteen tribes and many sub-tribes. Each tribe celebrates many festivals throughout 

the year and has its own special customs, language, art forms and clothes. The unique features of all 

the tribes of Nagaland are displayed under one roof, in one venue and at a common time during the 

Hornbill festival. Apart from encouraging inter-tribal interactions, it aims to preserve, revive and 

promote the culture of the Nagas. 

 

7. Members of each tribe dress in their unique costume – the headgear made of feathers, boar teeth 

and finely woven bamboo and archid, the jewellery made of ivory, animal fangs and multicolored 

heads and the spears decorated with dyed goat's hair. The tribes can also be distinguished by the 

painted designs on their faces and bodies. Most of the men dress like warriors. The men and women 

perform folk songs and traditional dances, participate in special games including traditional archery 

and wrestling competitions, mock wars and wedding ceremonies. 

 

8. The Nagas used to be a fierce hunting tribe. The Hornbill festival exhibits their gentler and more 

humorous side one such example is a game in which the contestants attempt to feed each other. All 

the contestants are blindfolded and the result is hilarious. The contestants stumble around trying to 

feed their partners. The once feared tribesmen have everyone in the audience laughing. 
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9. There is never a boring moment during the Hornbill festival. One can enjoy the colorful dances, 

food, fairs games and ceremonies, flower shows, fashion shows and motor rallies. One can choose 

from beautiful wooden and bamboo handicrafts, lovely hand-woven, shawls, dried flowers and other 

art work by local artists. The Hornbill festival not only unites everyone in Nagaland but also attracts 

people from all over India and the world. 

 

1.1. Choose the correct option:            (1x5=5 Marks) 

 

a. The Nagas celebrate Hornbill festival because: 

 

(i) they love festival very much 

(ii) hornbill is a famous Saint 

(iii) they like Hornbill 

(iv) it comes after Christmas 

 

b. The Nagas show their respect to Hornbill by: 

 

(i) looking after the Hornbill 

(ii) feeding the Hornbills 

(iii) using their feathers in the headgears 

(iv) coming together to celebrate Hornbill festival 

 

c. Morungs are: 

 

(i) models 

(ii) legacy 

(iii) houses 

(iv) trophies 

 

d. The different tribes can be easily distinguished by _____ 

 

(i) height & weight 

(ii) colour of skin 

(iii) facial features 

(iv) painted faces 

 

e. The main idea of the passage is how the Hornbill festival is: 

 

(i) celebrated, planned, and executed 

(ii) enjoyed by Nagas thoroughly 

(iii) an occasion to buy bamboo handicrafts, shawls etc 

(iv) an event to treasure and share valuable works of art. 
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1.2.  Answer the following question briefly:     (1x6=6 Marks) 

 

(a) Why is the festival named after a bird? 

(b) What do the Nagas keep in their houses? 

(c) How do Naga tribes decorate themselves? 

(d) How do the Nagas express fun and humor on the festival. 

(e) How does this festival unite various tribes of Nagas?  

1.3  Find words from the passage which mean the same as: 

(i) conventional (Para 2) 

(ii) recreations (Para 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE-5 

 

Read the following passage given below.               (12 Marks) 

 

1. In a country where, as per scriptures, Gods reside in places where a woman is worshiped. 

Female foeticide is an ironical but sad truth. It has become a grave social issue across the country. 

Female foetuses are killed in the wombs of their mothers through Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

(MTP) by a ruthless society that prefers sons over daughters. 

 

2. In many traditional, conservative families, a girl is considered a liability or burden, due to the 

evil practice of demanding dowry at time of marriage. Often, she is also subjected to sexual 

harassment, molestation, rape and beating, prompting the parents to fear the prospect of rearing, 

educating, protecting or marrying off their daughters. Daily newspapers are full of the news about 

molestation, rapes, acid-throwing, sexual harassment, bride beating and burning, which accentuate 

the apprehension of families regarding a girl child, All these things, in turn, encourage the practice of 

aborting the foetus in case it is determined to be female. 

 

3. There is increasing trend of the misuse of the pre-natal technologies which are used to 

determine pre-birth deficiencies or infirmities in a child. Aiding the massacre of unborn girls are the 

mushrooming ultrasound clinics who connive with parents in carrying out sex-determination tests 

and killing the child in the womb, in case it is found out to be a girl. Such unscrupulous people 

deserve strictest punishment but they are able to escape the law in most cases due to inadequacies in 

the law enforcing mechanism. 

 

4. Traditional, conservative families are still unable to shake off their longing for a son as they 

tend to believe that only sons can carry their family names forward and also look after them in their 

old age. They also subscribe to the notion that only when funeral rites are performed by a son that the 

deceased attains salvation. 

 

5. According. to 2011 Census, the birth of girls was 914.23 for every 1.000 boys in the age 

group 0-6 years. Contrary to 927.31 for every 1.000 boys in the 2001 Census. Except improvement 

in the sex ratio in Kerala, Lakshadweep and Pondicherry all other states have reported decrease in 
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the number of girls, notable among them being Maharashtra, Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 

Delhi, Chandigarh and Gujarat. 

 

6. But gradually, the winds of change have started blowing across the society as girls are doing 

exceptionally well in various professions, bringing a sense of pride and recognition to their families, 

cities and nation. They have broken all barriers and excelled in all fields, be it sports, armed forces, 

business or politics. 

 

7.         Consequently, social attitudes towards women are changing, leading to their empowerment, 

still we cannot say that it has put an end to the practice of female foeticide as it will take time for the 

change in mindsets to percolate down to all towns and cities of the country. Generally, after the birth 

of two or more girls, many parents go for sex-selective tests and go ahead with the pregnancy only if 

the foetus is found to be a male. 

 

8. In some rural areas where people cannot go for sex-determination tests, female foeticide 

degenerates into female infanticide wherein a girl child is killed after birth. by unimaginably horrible 

methods; she is strangulated, poisoned, dumped in garbage bins, drowned, burnt alive, or starved to 

death. Sadly, such crimes are committed by mothers or other female members of the household all 

because they are prisoners of their own regressive, medieval outlook.   (Total words 578) 

 

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by 

            choosing the most appropriate option.                    (1X5 =5 Marks) 

 

a. In many conservative families, a girl is considered a liability or burden: 

 

(i) as they do not earn money. 

(ii) due to their inferior strength. 

(iii) due to the evil practice of demanding dowry at the time of marriage. 

(iv) due to their lack of education 

 

b. The main cause of low status of women in the society is: 

 

(i) richness of males 

(ii) their inability to earn money 

(iii) low strength of women 

(iv) extreme poverty and lack of education 

 

c. Conservative families prefer male children as they think boys are: 

 

(i) biologically stronger and studies 

(ii) able to bring home a wife 

(iii) legal heirs to carry forward the family name 

(iv) the privileged gender in society 

 

d. To put a stop to female foeticide cases, we needs to first educate: 
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(i) female members of society 

(ii) male members of society 

(iii) parents 

(iv) elderly people 

 

e. The passage largely deals with the ugly situation of: 

 

(i) uncontrollable sexual harassment 

(ii) evil practices of dowry 

(iii) uncontrollable molestation 

(iv) female foeticide 

 

1.2  Answer the following questions as briefly as possible.        (1x7 =7 Marks) 

 

a. What is the irony about women in India? 

b. How are pre-natal technologies misused? 

c. In some rural areas what do people do in absence of sex-determination tests? 

d. In which states sex ratio of females per 1000 males is reported to be decreasing? 

e. How are the females performing in different fields? 

 

1.3 Find words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following:     (1X2=2 Mark) 

 

(i) ruthless (paragraph 1) 

(ii) conservative (paragraph 2) 

 

UNSEEN (POEM)-6 

 

Read the poem given below and answer the questions that follow : 

A STAR 

My child is still a star 

Treading a path so far 

Let me not mock him for his marks, 

Making him a fish amongst sharks. 

 

God give me the patience to see him bloom. 

He's still growing and needs lot of room. 

It's a big bad world which puts him down. 

No, I don't want to see him ever frown. 

 

My child is still a star 

Treading a path so far. 

He may not be the best 

He may not top the test 

God give me the sense not to treat him like a scale 
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His worth being measured by pass or fail.  

He's a fine piece of art! My lovely child  

because God created him with Strokes so mild. 

Someday, he'll unfold his mind and soul. 

until then let not the false world take a toll. 

 

God give me the strength to teach him to rise. 

for every fall will surely make him wise. 

For now, I shall just let him be 

 

And live his life with mirth and glee. 

However, I hope he may someday shine. 

Or even if he doesn't he's still just fine. 

Because a star is always a star.   (Dr. Arundhati Patil) 

 

1.1   Choose the correct option       (1X5=5 Marks) 

 

a. Generally people make fun of the children who ________ 

 

 (i) are like fish 

(ii) are shining stars 

(iii) get poor marks 

(iv) are young children 

 

b. The poet compares the little one with a fish because they _____ 

 

(i) look like fish 

(ii) live in water 

(iii) are helpless and weak 

(iv) cannot walk 

 

c. In the poem the poet is trying to ________ 

(i) assess and appreciate a weak child 

(ii) appreciate and encourage a weak child 

(iii) encourage and evaluate a weak child 

(iv) humiliate a weak child 

 

c. A 'fall' helps a child as _________ 

 

(i) he gets up again 

(ii) he gets an experience 

(iii) he gets good marks 

(iv) he gets free treatment 
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d. The poet wants her son to ________ 

 

(i) be a star 

(ii) be a great achiever 

(iii) go by his natural instincts 

(iv) get good marks 

 

1.2   Answer the following questions briefly:           (1x7=7 Marks) 

 

a. On what occasion is this poem composed? 

b. The poet prays God for patience. Why? 

c. Why should the child be treated as a piece of art? 

d. How has the poet criticized the world? 

e. What is expected of a parent when the child is still growing? 

f. Find out a word or phrase which means 'with happiness'. 

g. Find out a word which means ‗walk on‘ 

 

 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE (POEM)-7 

 

Read the poem given below and answer the questions that follow:                  (1x5=5 Marks) 

 

COURAGE 

 

It takes courage 

to refrain from gossip 

when others delight in it, 

to stand up for the absent person 

who is being abused. 

 

It takes courage 

to live honestly 

within your means 

And not dishonestly 

On the means of others. 

 

It takes courage 

to be a real man or a true women, 

To hold fast to your ideals 

When it causes you 

To be looked upon 

As strange and peculiar. 

 

It takes courage 

To be talked about, 

And remain silent, 
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when a word would justify you 

In the eyes of others 

 

But which you dare not speak 

Because it would injure another. 

It takes courage 

 

To refuse to do something 

That is wrong 

Although everyone else 

May be doing it 

with attitude as carefree 

 

As a summer song 

It takes courage 

To live according 

To your own convictions 

To deny yourself 

What you cannot afford. 

 

1.1  Choose the correct option:                      (1x5=5 Marks) 

 

a. It is __________ to keep away from gossip. 

 

(i) difficult 

(ii) chaotic 

(iii) dynamic 

(iv) desirable 

 

b. The poet wants us to support people even in their absence because it is ________ 

 

(i) not right to harm them 

(ii) not right to talk about anyone behind their back 

(iii) not right to abuse them 

(iv) not right to misuse them 

 

c. Only a courageous person can _________ 

 

(i) sing a summer song 

(ii) listen to a summer song 

(iii) have his convictions 

(iv) do something wrong 

 

d. The courageous people remain silent because they do not know want to _________ 

 

(i) speak all the time 
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(ii) hurt other people 

(iii) show their smartness 

(iv) justify themselves 

 

e. The poem is encouraging readers to be______ 

 

(i) full of honesty and thought fullness 

(ii) full of resolution and conviction 

(iii) full of heroism and conviction 

(iv) full of ideas and beliefs 

 

1.2  Answer the following questions briefly.           (1x7=7 Marks) 

 

a. How can one not participate in gossip? 

b. When does one become a real man or a true woman? 

c. Why does it take courage to remain silent? 

d. How can one be different from the others? 

e. Write in one line (15-20 words) your understanding of the word ‗courage‘ 

 

1.3 Find a word which means the same as the following: 

 

(i) strong beliefs 

(ii) strange 

UNSEEN PASSAGE-8 
 

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:     12 Marks 

 

The world is big. But in a sense, it starts from me. Knowledge and awareness about my own self has 

to precede my knowledge of things other than me. If I want the external environment to appreciate a 

value, I need to do it myself, first. In order to make the atmosphere around me green, I have to be 

green myself, in belief and action. One need not go beyond Uttarakhand, Srinagar and most recently 

the Chennai floods, for belief in this regard. The large scale destruction and suffering in the painful 

aftermath of these events are stark pointers, enough to positively impact our collective consciousness 

towards looking at our environment. 

 

Thinking green, is in fact, much more than being merely eco — friendly in a physical sense, to which 

we will come a little later. From dusk to dawn and dawn to dusk, our every activity leaves its 

footprint on the environment and ecology. It is a 24 x 7, eternal phenomenon. A labored 

consciousness of having to go green in all possible areas is required in each one of us, which we 

direly need for our own children. It is after all, our own self interest and that of our descendants. 

What may be required in most cases may be only some minor course corrections and subtle 

adjustments. The conscious application of change a few times is going to become a habit and one's 

culture in due course. Though we read and hear a lot on green initiatives these days, we hardly tweak 

our routines to suit the larger picture, due to so many reasons. 
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Those of us who grow potted greens on our rooftops are also able to sense the same difference. 

Creepers in the campus also have the same effect. The larger picture, of course, is the absorption of 

greenhouse gases and maintenance of soil quality and prevention of erosion. This can be applied to 

our workplaces also. Greenery in the surroundings prevents dust and noise pollution as well. The 

way we water and manure plants also matters. Water is a fast depleting resource. Sprinklers are one 

example to use and conserve this precious resource. Compost from bio —waste can be used as 

manure for the plants which is cost — effective and eco and plants friendly. We can also contribute 

to preservation of water bodies by not dumping our garbage in them. 

 

There is a visible improvement in the water table in areas where rain - harvesting is done. We can 

think of simple arrangements for rain harvesting for our homes and offices. Carbon dioxide, methane 

and various greenhouse gases are produced by our lifestyle. The use of public transport systems in 

the place of individual modes can reduce carbon footprint. Walking and cycling, wherever possible, 

is good from the health point of view as well. 

 

In the work place, energy efficiency and resource conservation ought to change our work style. 

Wherever possible the use of natural light and ventilation can be resorted to. Electrical and electronic 

gadgets ought not to be connected, when not in use. System monitors and screens should remain 

switched off when not in use. The use of paper, in this digital era, ought to be minimized. Both sides 

of pasted over the old, the passage of information through mail in the place of hard copies, wherever 

possible can all go to save thousands of trees. 'Reuse', `Recycle', `Re - engineer' and 'Renew' are the 

mantras. Let us appreciate, support and contribute our mite to the promotional efforts of the 

community in this direction. 

 

The above apart, my ecology is also the community, society and the nation that I care for which in 

turn cares for me. It encompasses all that is in my vicinity, grasp, reach and contact. My family, my 

locality, my working group and my organization. These are persons, places and circumstances that I 

live in and live with. The quality of imputes that I am going to keep feeding them with in terms of 

values, ethics and culture are going to make them strong or weak. Their positivity, ability, agility, 

capacity and spontaneity in being catalysts in responding to emerging situations, are all going to help 

me plan for higher goals and larger things. The blood and sweat, money and time, energy and effort 

that I am going to invest in my productive environment, are going to pay me back in more than 

sample measure. The money that I am going to shell out for manure and labour on my land will fetch 

me a handsome yield. In other words, all these seemingly outward initiatives done for other are going 

to make my life more comfortable ultimately. 

 

I have to be, therefore, concerned about what sort of environment I am responsible for in a figurative 

sense, for my own sustenance, livelihood and progress. As long as my impact is positive, my 

presence will be welcome. If it is otherwise, I am going to be shunned. It is either `Embrace' or 

'Embarrass'. While the former has positive impulses, triggering acceptance and escalating growth, the 

latter has negative connotations. For an inclusive and all round growth of my own personal self, I 

have to positively impact my environment and do exactly the opposite for different result. Even if 

negative, I need to be constructive. I am going to be measured by the same yardstick with which I am 

going to measure the world. What I sow, so I reap. My care of my dependents, my exertion towards 

my organization‘s cause, will benefit me in due course. My commitment and service to others, apart 

from making them similarly oriented, will bring about a change in the societal behaviour in due 

course. 

 

Green initiatives are anti — scorch earth. Air, water and soil need to be conserved for the thriving of 

mankind in future. The increasing onslaughts on the quality of air and soil need to be reversed. The 

indiscriminate exploitation of water — consumable water is only 0.3% of fresh water — needs to be 

stopped. The earth ought not to shrink further, continue to breathe easy. Mother earth looks for only 
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love and care from her children and nothing more in return for all the wealth she has so generously 

showered on us. 

 

I) On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the most appropriate option:          (1x5=5 Marks) 

 

1. The writer emphasizes on knowing the_______ 

(a) external environment 

(b) atmosphere 

(c) knowledge of world 

(d) knowledge of self 

 

2. Which of the following is NOT TRUE regarding conservation of greenery? 

(a) every activity leaves an impact on environment 

(b) nature to be conserved for coming generation 

(c) conscious efforts 

(d) 24 x 7 is exhaustive 

 

3. Which is not good for environment? 

(a) use of sprinkles 

(b) use of compost from bio — waste 

(c) use of public transport 

(d) dumping garbage in water bodies 

 

4. The societal behaviour can help in maintaining the environment if we: 

(a) use natural lights 

(b) minimize the use of paper 

(c) realize social obligation 

(d) all of these 

 

 5. Our life can become more productive if we: 

(a) create appropriate values, ethics and culture 

(b) reuse, recycle and renew 

(c) do more promotional efforts 

(d) (a) and (b) only 

 

1.2 Answer the following questions briefly:           (1x7=5 Marks) 

a. Why does one need to break the boundaries to save environment? 



27 | P a g e  
 

b. What major change need to be brought in an individual? 

c. How can minor things bring in major difference? 

d. Name the mantras to save ecology 

e.  How can feeling of community be developed? 

 

1.3 Pick out words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following: 

i) Consequence 

ii) Existence/Nourishment 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE-9 

 

Question No. 1 to 10 are based on the given text. Read the text carefully and answer the 

questions: 

 

When plastic waste is burnt, a complex weave of toxic chemicals is released. Breaking down 

polyvinyl chloride (PVC) - used for packaging, toys, and coating electrical wires - produces dioxin, 

an organochlorine that belongs to the family of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). A recent 

Dioxin Assessment Report brought out by the United States Environment Protection Agency 

(USEPA) says the risk of getting cancer from dioxin is ten times higher than reported by the agency 

in 1994. 

 

Yet the Delhi government is giving the green signal to a gasification project which will convert the 

garbage into energy without removing plastic waste. Former transport minister Rajendra Gupta, the 

promoter of this project, says this is not necessary. 

 

He claims no air pollution will be caused and that the ash produced can be used as manure. An 

earlier waste-to-energy project set up in Timarpur failed. The new one, built with Australian 

assistance, will cost ₹ 200 crore. It will generate 25 megawatts of power and gobble 1,000 tons of 

garbage every day. "Technologies like gasification are a form of incineration", ' says Madhumita 

Dutta, a central coordinator with Toxics Link, New Delhi. Incineration merely transfers hazardous 

waste from a solid form to air, water, and ash, she points out. 

 

Toxins produced during incineration include acidic gases, heavy metals as well as dioxins and 

furans. The manure' will be hazardous and a problem to dispose of says, Dutta. 

 

Municipal solid waste contains a mix of plastics. Breaking down this waste emits hydrochloric acid 

which attacks the respiratory system, skin, and eyes, resulting in coughing, vomiting, and nausea. 

Polythene generates volatile compounds like formaldehyde and acetaldehyde, both suspected 

carcinogenic. Breathing styrene from polystyrene can cause leukaemia. Polyurethane is associated 

with asthma. Dioxin released by PVC is a powerful hormone disrupter and causes birth defects and 

reproductive problems. There is no threshold dose to prevent it and our bodies have no defense 

against it. "Even the best run incinerators in the world have to deal with stringent norms, apart from 

contaminated filters and ash, making them hugely expensive to operate," says Dutta. In Germany, air 

pollution devices accounted for two-thirds of the cost of incineration. Despite such efforts, the 

European Dioxin Inventory noted that the input of dioxin into the atmosphere was the highest from 

incineration. 

 

"India does not have the facility to test dioxin and the cost of setting one up is prohibitively 

expensive," says Dutta. 
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Besides, Indian garbage has a low calorific content of about 800 cal/kg, since it has high moisture 

and requires additional fuel to burn. Toxics link calculates that the electricity generated from such 

technology will cost between ₹ 5-7 per unit, which is six times higher than conventional energy. 

India has chosen a dioxin preventive route and the burning of chlorinated plastics is prohibited under 

Municipal Solid Waste and Biomedical Rules. 

 

Nearly 80 percent of Indian garbage is recyclable or compostable. Resident associations, the 

informal sector, and the municipal corporation can make Delhi's garbage disappear in a sustainable 

manner. "Instead, the government promotes the end of pipeline solutions," says Dutta. 

 

Questions: 

1. Dioxin causes 

a. heart attack 

b. cancer 

c. sickness 

d. hypertension 

2. The gasification process transforms 

a. none of the above 

b. garbage into energy 

c. energy into the garbage 

d. water into energy 

3. Garbage can be converted into energy by 

a. incinerators 

b. gasification 

c. a chemical process 

d. gratification 

4. Indian garbage contains 

a. none of these 

b. high moisture 

c. low moisture 

d. no moisture 

5. The toxic chemical released on burning plastic waste is as harmful as: 

a. It belongs to the family of POP‘s 

b. It is assessed by USEPA 

c. It can cause cancer 

d. It is an organochlorine  

6. What happens during incineration? 

a. Manure will be hazardous and a problem to dispose 
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b. Acidic Gases, Dioxins, and Furans are released 

c. Changes risky waste from solid form to air, water, and ash 

d. Gasification is a form of incineration 

7.  How will burning plastic adversely impact the health of citizens? 

Statements: 

A. Polyurethane is linked with asthma 

B. Breathing styrene can cause leukaemia 

C. Dioxin disrupts hormones 

D. Hydrochloric Acid attacks the respiratory system 

Options: 

a. Only A and B 

b. Only A 

c. Only A, C and D 

d. All of these 

8. What argument is advanced against the use of incinerators? 

a. None of these 

b. Both of these 

c. Exorbitantly expensive to operate 

d. Release of Dioxin is lowest from incinerators 

9. Why would gasification of waste prove a wasteful luxury in India? 

a. Nearly 80% of garbage is recyclable or compostable 

b. Such technology will cost higher than conventional energy 

c. Electricity generated will cost ₹ 5-7 per unit 

d. Burning of chlorinated plastics is costly 

10. What fact is revealed in the passage pertaining to Indian garbage? 

a. It requires additional fuel to burn 

b. It has low moisture 

c. Indian Garbage has high calorific content 

d. None of these 

 

Q. No. 11 to 18 are based on the given text. Read the text carefully and answer the questions: 

 

Hundreds of thousands of years ago giant mammoths still roamed the earth and the surface of the 

earth was covered by dense forests. Men took shelter in caves and covered their bodies with animal 

skins. At that time, dogs became man‘s best friend. At first, they followed man on his hunting trips 

and waited to get whatever scraps it could get, from the kill its master made. Then the instinct for 

companionship made it adopt man as its leader. 
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Soon, the man began to train dogs to help him during the hunt, to carry his burdens, and to give him 

companionship as he sat by the fireside in the evenings. These changes took place much before 

recorded history came into practice. 

 

These findings can only be confirmed by the study of the bones of primitive dogs that lay beside the 

bones of primitive men in caves. As the history of the dog goes back to a time when records were not 

maintained, it is impossible to be sure of these happenings. 

 

Some scientists believe that dogs are the result of a mating between wolves and jackals. Other 

scientists say that some species of dogs descended from wolves while others descended from jackals. 

Some even go on to say that dogs descended from coyotes and foxes. A widely held theory is that the 

modern dogs that we keep as pets descended from a remote common ancestor. 

 

This last substantiates the differences in size and appearance between various breeds of dogs. Other 

evidence of the wild ancestry of dogs is the built of their bodies, which is very distinctly adopted for 

speed and strength. Together with their keen sense of smell, hearing qualities, it becomes obvious 

that they have wild hunters in their genes. 

 

From the time when recorded history began, there have been references to dogs in them. There are 

images of dogs on Egyptian tombs that are 5000 years old. The Egyptians considered their dog as the 

sacred and the whole family would go into mourning if the dog in an Egyptian home died. Today, the 

dog is an indispensable part of our lives. For hundreds of young, healthy blind people, the dog is 

their seeing eye. 

 

A seeing-eye dog is usually a German shepherd dog. It takes three months to train a guide dog. First, 

come to the obedience exercise repeated daily as ‗setting up exercises‘. 

 

Then a U – shaped leather harness is buckled on and the dog learns to walk at the left of the trainer. 

The dog is taught to stop and wait at the curb, watch traffic, and let the cars pass. Before the dog is 

passed on to a blind master, a final check is made. Then the blind master and his dog train together 

for four weeks before they go home to work smoothly as a team. 

 

11. How did dogs become man‘s best friend at an early age? 

a. By hunting food for his master 

b. By not letting the man feel alone in dark caves 

c. By being a constant companion 

d. By protecting man from mammoths 

12. How did men train dogs? 

 Statements: 

A. Dogs shall help the man in the hunt 

B. Dogs shall carry heavy loads for man 

C. Dogs shall burn the evening bonfires 

D. Dogs shall hunt for food to survive 

Options: 

a. Only A, B and C 

b. Only C and D 
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c. Only A and B 

d. Only B and C 

13. How did historians know that man and dog were historical companions? 

a. By general assumptions 

b. By studying archaeological records 

c. By the study of bones of man and dogs 

d. By studying the caves they used to live in 

 

14. Who are considered as dog‘s ancestors? 

a. Foxes 

b. Wolves 

c. All of these 

d. Jackals 

15. What makes us believe that dogs have a wild ancestry? 

Statements: 

A. Many varieties of dogs 

B. Differences in the body built 

C. Differences in strength and stamina 

D. Sense of smell and hunting skills 

Options: 

a. All of these 

b. Only B and C 

c. Only B, C and D 

d. Only A 

16. What happens when a dog dies in an Egyptian family? 

a. The whole family mourns of his death 

b. His image is put on a wall 

c. There is state-mourning 

d. Dog‘s burial becomes sacred 

17. Who is a "seeing-eye" dog? 

a. A dog trained to be a blind man‘s support 

b. A dog trained for night vision 

c. A dog trained to be man‘s support 

d. A dog that has perfect vision 

18. What is the total time taken by a "seeing-eye" dog to reach his master‘s home and be a team? 
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a. 1 month 

b. 4 months 

c. 3 months 

d. 4 weeks 

Solutions: Question number 01 to 18 

1. (b) cancer   Explanation: cancer 

2. (b) garbage into energy Explanation: garbage into energy 

3. (b) gasification  Explanation: gasification 

4. (b) high moisture  Explanation: high moisture 

5. (c) It can cause cancer Explanation: It can cause cancer 

6. (c) Changes risky waste from solid form to air, water, and ash 

Explanation: Changes risky waste from solid form to air, water, and ash 

7. (d) All of these  Explanation: All of these 

8. (c) Exorbitantly expensive to operate 

Explanation: Exorbitantly expensive to operate 

9. (a) Nearly 80% of garbage is recyclable or compostable 

Explanation: Nearly 80% of garbage is recyclable or compostable 

10. (a) It requires additional fuel to burn 

Explanation: It requires additional fuel to burn 

11. (c) By being a constant companion 

Explanation: By being a constant companion 

12. (c) Only A and B  Explanation: Only A and B 

13. (c) By the study of bones of man and dogs 

Explanation: By the study of bones of man and dogs 

14. (c) All of these  Explanation: All of these 

15. (c) Only B, C and D Explanation: Only B, C and D 

16. (a) The whole family mourns of his death 

Explanation: The whole family mourns of his death 

17. (a) A dog trained to be a blind man‘s support 

Explanation: A dog trained to be a blind man‘s support 

18. (b) 4 months  Explanation: 4 months 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE-10 

 

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:                   08 Marks 
 

1. Our ancient sages and forefathers had taught us the importance of three qualities as essential 
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requisites to preserve our culture eternally. They relate to our intellectual, emotional and physical 

aspects involving moment to moment transactions. They are fearlessness, non-attachment and non- 

violence. 

 

2. The most important among the three is fearlessness. Whenever our culture or our values are 

threatened, we should have the courage to stand against the inimical forces. The conflict between 

truth and untruth or right and wrong, is a phenomenon that has baffled people right from the 

beginning of creation. Many times, we feel that wickedness is over-running righteousness. But we 

should realize that this is temporary. Ultimately, truth alone will win. 

 

3. To develop fearlessness, we have to shed our ego that often clouds our mind and intellect. 

First of all we must develop a firm conviction in the principles and beliefs, we value. We should then 

remain ready to sacrifice everything that we hold dear to us. Some people merely sacrifice their 

possessions, that too mainly for the sake of name and fame. That is not true sacrifice. Giving up one's 

ego with a spirit is submission to the unseen power of Almighty to attain fearlessness is true 

sacrifice. We understand submission as mere obedience to our superiors or others in authority, 

forgetting our basic responsibility that we should resist any attempt from any quarters to impose 

wrong practices and unrighteous acts. 

 

4. Fearlessness can be attained only if another equally important quality like non-attachment can 

be cultivated. This calls for discrimination (Viveka). The ability to distinguish between the 

permanent and the temporary is called Viveka. There is no attachment to any person or a thing, be it a 

family or property. But this value comes only when we seek for higher levels of knowledge to attain 

wisdom, which is different from the skills or techniques or literary proficiency. 

 

5. Supplementing both these qualities of fearlessness and non-attachment is the ability to remain 

non- violent under all circumstances. Non-violence is not limited to the physical body. One  should 

practice non-violence in speech and thought too. It calls for immense will power. When we combine 

fearlessness and non-attachment with non-violence, we unleash forces which can bring down even 

powerful armies and mighty empires. Take the case of the United States of America, which had a 

fearless leader like Abraham Lincoln, who galvanized the urges of the people against slavery for 

freedom. Mahatma Gandhi inspired us for freedom from foreign rule by inspiring us through 

fearlessness, non-attachment and non-violence..    (Adapted-D. Narsimha Rao-HT) 

 

Choose the correct option for any eight of the following questions: 8 Marks 

 

1. Three essential requirements to preserve our culture eternally are: 

i. Fearlessness 

ii. Non-attachment 

iii. Non-violence 

iv. All the above 

2. Fearlessness means: 

i. Taking a strong stand against enemy 

ii. Discriminating between truth and untruth 

iii. Destroying the inimical forces 

iv. Being violent and aggressive 
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3. Fearlessness can be cultivated by: 

i. Distinguishing between right and wrong 

ii. Realizing that wickedness is overriding righteousness 

iii. Sacrificing our ego 

iv. Being violent and aggressive 

4. True sacrifice means: 

i. Giving up material possessions 

ii. Obedience to our superiors 

iii. Achieving name and fame 

iv. Giving up ego and submission to the power of the Almighty 

5. Fearlessness requires one to be: 

i. Non-violent and unattached 

ii. Loving one‘s family and possessions 

iii. Being obedient to the people in authority 

iv. None of the above 

6. ―Viveka‖ means: 

i. Having skills, techniques and literary proficiency 

ii. Being fearless and courageous 

iii. Shedding our ego and submission to Almighty 

iv. Distinguishing between transient and eternal 

7. True spirit of Non-violence means: 

i. Avoiding hurting people physically only 

ii. Not using weapons 

iii. Not hurting people by words, ideas, or physically 

iv. Loving enemies 

8. We should: 

i. Resist imposing wrong practices and unrighteous acts 

ii. Focus on achieving skills, techniques and literary proficiency 

iii. Follow the advice of people in authority 

iv. All the above 

9. The word in the second paragraph that means ―confused‖ is: 

i. Conflict 

ii. Threatened 

iii. Baffled 

iv. Phenomenon 
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10. The word in the third paragraph that means ―unshakable belief‖ is: 

i. Conviction 

ii. Possession 

iii. Submission 

iv. Unrighteous 

UNSEEN PASSAGE-11 

Read the following passage carefully:                                                                                    8 Marks     

 
India’s GDP Fall in Covid-19 Pandemic 

The Indian government has released its latest estimates of economic growth for the last financial year 

that ended in March 2021. India‘s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) contracted by 7.3% in 2020-21. 

To understand this fall in perspective, remember that between the early 1990s until the pandemic hit 

the country, India grew at an average of around 7% every year. 
 

Gross Domestic Product 

Let us look at Chart 1, provided in the Reserve Bank of India or RBI‘s Annual Report for FY21 that 

was released on May 27. The chart maps the turning points in India‘s growth story. 
 

Two things stand out. After the decline in the wake of the Global Financial Crisis, the Indian 

economy started its recovery in March 2013 — more than a year before the present government took 

charge. The government‘s decision to demonetize 86% of India‘s currency overnight on November 

8, 2016 is seen by many experts as the trigger that set India‘s growth into a downward spiral. 

 
As the ripples of demonetization and hastily implemented Goods and Services Tax (GST) spread 

through an economy that was already struggling with massive bad loans in the banking system, the 

GDP growth rate steadily fell from over 8% in FY17 to about 4% in FY20, just before Covid-19 hit 

the country. 

 

As an analysis of key variables suggests, the fundamentals of the Indian economy were already quite 

weak even in January last year — well before the pandemic. For example, if one looks at the recent 

past (Chart 2), India‘s GDP growth pattern resembled an ―inverted V‖ even before Covid-19 hit the 

economy. 
 

Fiscal deficit 
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The fiscal deficit is essentially a marker of the health of government finances and tracks the amount 

of money that a government has to borrow from the market to meet its expenses. 

 

Rupee vs. dollar 

The exchange rate of the domestic currency with the US dollar is a robust metric to capture the 

relative strength of the economy. A US dollar was worth Rs 59 in 2014. Seven years later, it is closer 

to Rs 73. The relative weakness of the rupee reflects the reduced purchasing power of the Indian 

currency. 

 

What’s the outlook on growth? 

The biggest engine for growth in India is the expenditure by common people in their private capacity. 

This ―demand‖ for goods accounts for 55% of all GDP. In Chart 3, the blue curve shows the per 

capita level of this private consumption expenditure, which has fallen to levels last seen in 2016-17. 

(419 words)           Source: - The Indian Express, 12th September 2021 

 

Choose the correct option for any six of the following questions: (8 Marks) 

 

11. Select the correct inference with reference to the following: 

The fiscal deficit is essentially a marker of the health of government finances.... 

i. India‘s fiscal deficit levels were just a tad more than the norms set. 

ii. It tracks the amount of money that a government has to borrow from the market to 

       meet its expenses. 

iii. It provides the realistic data on planning. 

iv. It proves that economy is very strong. 

12. Select the option that displays the true statement with reference to chart-1. 

i. Demonetization triggered India‘s growth into a downward spiral. 

ii. GST caused a downfall in the growth rate of GDP. 

iii. Both a & b‘ 

iv. India was growing fast when the pandemic hit its economy. 

13. What was the average growth rate of our GDP during the last 30 years? 

i. 7% 
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ii. 8% 

iii. 4% 

iv. 10% 

14. What is the biggest engine for growth in India? 

i. Expenditure by common people 

ii. Expenditure by the Govt. 

iii. FDI 

iv. Borrowing 

15. Choose the correct statement: - 

i. Indian economy was very strong just before the pandemic. 

ii. the fundamentals of the Indian economy were already quite weak before covid-19 

iii. the pandemic had no effect on the economy. 

iv. Both a & c. 

16. What does the blue curve show in chart-3? 

i. Per-capita GDP in rupees. 

ii. GDP growth rate in % 

iii. per capita level of this private consumption expenditure 

iv. fiscal deficit. 

17. The exchange rate of the domestic currency with the US dollar shows.... 

i. The relative strength of the economy. 

ii. The weakness of the country. 

iii. The weakness of the currency. 

iv. The relative weakness of the govt. 

18. What is the central idea of this article? 

i. Indian economy was already in decline just before the pandemic. 

ii. The pandemic is not responsible for our economic slowdown 

iii. GDP increased during the pandemic. 

iv. Fiscal deficit indicates growth. 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER-KEY 

 

Q. NO.   ANSWERS  

 

1    iv.  All the above  
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2    i.  Taking a strong stand against enemy  

3    ii.  Sacrificing our ego  

4    iv.  Giving up ego and submission to the power of the Almighty  

5    i.  Non-violent and unattached  

6    iv.  Distinguishing between transient and eternal  

7    iii.  Not hurting people by words, ideas, or physically  

8    i.  Resist imposing wrong practices and unrighteous acts  

9    iii.  Baffled  

10    i.  Conviction  

11    ii.  It tracks the amount of money that a government…………  

12    iii.  Both A & B  

13    i.  7%  

14    i.  Expenditure by common people  

15                 ii.  The fundamentals of Indian economy - weak before covid-19 

16    iii.  Per capita level of this private consumption expenditure  

17    i.  The relative strength of the economy  

18    i.  Indian economy was already in decline just before the pandemic  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLES WRITING 

 

An Article is a piece of writing on a specific topic forming an independent opinion expressed by a 

writer. It is the most advanced form of writing which presents information in a variety of theme. 

 

Distribution of Marks 
 

Format:  Heading and Writer's Name     (1 Mark) 

Content:         (4 Marks) 

Expression:  Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings (2½ Marks) 

Coherence: relevance of ideas and style     (2½ Marks) 
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Word Limit:  150–200 Words. 

 

Points to Remember 

 

(a) Give an appropriate Title - Write the Heading/Title at the top with the writer's name 

i) First letter of every word capital e.g. Pollution A Menace 

ii) Eye catching 

iii) Should give crisp idea of theme 

(b) Mention writer's name 

(c) In case of news paper article give date & place 

(d) Divide the article into three parts i.e. split your subject matter into 3-4 paragraphs 

Part-1 

 –    Introduction beginning  

 –    Mention briefly the status of the issue use stating facts or quotation  

Part-2   

– Analyse the topic in terms of types / kinds 

–Causes and effect 

–Problem (if any) 

–Consequences 

–Positive / Negative effects 

–Related Information / Statistical date 

–Implications - social / environmental / psychological / health related. 

Part 3 –  

o Conclusion- suggestions / remedial measures / reminders / compare and contrast 

o Compare and contract 

o Organise the ideas in a logical orders, with systematic presentation 

o Predictions and personal observations maybe included 

o Pay attention to grammatical accuracy and good use of vocabulary 

o Use sentence linkers to ensure continuity - e.g.  

o Consequently similarly, 'finally' moreover' etc. 

 

Word limit 150 to 200 words. 

 

Hints: Create rough work – First jot all the ideas, second make sequence and third join all the ideas 

with linkers and cohesive words. 

 

For good article writing, it is important to read/ speak, listen to radio shows, panel discussions, 

explore latest live data, newspaper and do consistent sharing of day to day experiences. 

 

EXAMPLE:  

DECLINING RATIO OF GIRL CHILD 
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It is a great irony that in a country where women are worshipped for power and energy, they are 

facing a kind of extinction, thereby bringing down the ratio. The birth of a son is a cause for great 

rejoicing with drumming, singing and public proclamations but that of a girl is an occasion for 

disappointment or at the best indifference. 

 

The main cause of declining ratio of girl child is the fact that the large number of mal-nutrition and 

disease which are either not treated or treated inadequately. The girls are killed even before their 

birth. The practice of pre-birth sex selection has spread rapidly through all castes and groups. 

 

Region, Religion and caste exercise an influence over the mortality rates. The lower the status of 

women in a particular section of the population-the higher the number of female deaths. 

 

Child marriages, early pregnancy, malnutrition during pregnancy, lack of medical treatment, physical 

torture, rapes and unequal status in the society make them the child of lesser Gods. 

 

It is really a cruel joke that the mother of humanity is no one's child, the maker of the home, does not 

have a home. The 'Creator' is destroyed mercilessly in the hands of her own near and dear ones. Even 

the womb of her mother is not a safe home for her as she is cruelly terminated by her saviors i.e., 

parents and medical practitioners.                            -by Reshma 

(XII-Hum) 

  

EXAMPLE:  

DEGENERATION OF MORAL ETHICS IN TODAY'S SOCIETY 

 

What a piece of work is Man! 

How noble in reason! 

How infinite in faculties! 

Inform and moving, how expressive and admirable! 

In action, how like an angel! 

In apprehension, how like a God 

The beauty of the world! 

The paragon of animals. 

Shakespeare's evocation of the infinite faculties of man represents full faith of his age in man's 

ability to scale the height of thought, love and beauty. It is an obvious fact that the essence of all 

human relationship is basically founded upon the presence or absence of values. 

 

It is unfortunate that in today's world there is a gradual erosion of the values among people. It is 

depressing to see the newspaper early in the morning to witness various murders and rape cases. 

People are just fulfilling their desires and needs. They forget their values and duties towards society 

and country. If they see an accident nobody wants to touch the injured person. Modern generation 

Children learn to smoke believing that it is just another habit like existing. They learn to drink 

convincing themselves that it is good for their health. They learn to cheat, thinking that they can 

bring about great performance at the end. They believe that there is nothing wrong in filling a 

divorce and pushing children in orphanages and old parents to old age homes. 

 

The need of the hour is to inculcate moral values among our students. Our elderly people who live a 

life of simplicity and contentment with a generous, kind and compassionate mind can inculcate good 

values by regularly taking them to place of meditation where these children can learn to remain 
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focused and goal oriented. Spending quality time with growing children, constant adult supervision 

can do wonders in changing the mindset of children. 

 

So it is in the hands of individual to focus upon a real change in order to live better, to lead a happy, 

peaceful and contended life just like our ancestors did and we can make the world a better place to 

live, in so that posterity can echo Shakespeare's words. 

 

How any godly creatures are there? 

How beauteous mankind is! 

O! brave new world 

That hath such people in it.  By- Huma Khan (XII-Sci.) 

  

EXAMPLE:   
You believe that all living being have equal right to live on this Earth freely; and man has no right to 

enslave the animals. You feel strongly when you see people being cruel to animals. Write an article 

on 'Cruelty to Animals' in about 150-200 words. You are Rajesh / Rajeshwari. 

 

 Value Points 

 Introduction 

 Why man tames / pets animals 

 Animals being used for scientific experiments 

 Birds and animals - put in cages and chained 

 How stray animals suffer 

 How to be kind to animals 

 

 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS     

-Report by Rajesh 

All animals or other living being, have equal right to live freely on this earth. They live in their 

natural habitat without hurting or harming the fellow dwellers. Animals are harmless creatures as 

created by god. They believe in harmony and peace; but man out of his selfishness, greed and wits, 

has been plundering their natural habitat, killing them for pleasure, for food and for monetary 

advantages. He tames them for serving his needs. He pets them to plough his farms, getting milk and 

getting meat for food. 

 

Animals are being used in order to carry out scientific experiments on them in the field of medical 

research. These innocent animals go through such torture, cruelty and pain which they cannot even 

express. 

 

They are kept in zoos, in insufficient space or in small enclosures, and these animals go round and 

round in the cage to show their impulsive and restless state. Is it not the cruelty? 

 

In the same manners, birds and some animals are put in cages or kept in chains in order to sell them 

as pets. Birds or animals feel happy and contended when they are free in their natural habitat rather 

than being in golden cages or silver chains. 

 

Stray animals like cows and dogs can be seen on the heaps of dumped garbage, under polythene 

bags. All this chokes their intestine and causes their death. Is not cruelty to animals? 
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Animals, too, have strong emotions, and feelings; they, too, feel pain of any sort. We should be 

sensitive to their emotions. Parents should teach their children how to be kind to animals. Even in 

schools, the authorities should introduce the lessons based on our kind behaviour towards animals in 

order to sensitize the students about them. 

 

We all should pledge not be cruel to the animals. Animal Protection Law should be enforced and the 

people, who are responsible for cruelty to animals, should be punished under the law. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
Make in India‘ an initiative by government of India. It intends to create employment for the youth of 

India and help brings best practices to Indian business. Write an article in about 150-200 words for a 

business magazine on its impact to create employment for the youth of India. You are Neha 

 

 

MAKE IN INDIA 

– By Neha 

 

Make in India is the name of the initiative by government of India to give more incentive to business 

(both in India and abroad) to manufacture goods (e.g.: automobiles) in Indian shores. To lure 

businesses to set shop in India, government of India plans to cut excessive formality and routine 

which involves setting a business in India. 

 

Make in India intends to create employment for the youth of India and help bring best practices to 

Indian business. The initiative also aims at high quality standards and minimizing the impact on the 

environment. The initiative hopes to attract capital and technological investment in India. 

 

Already we observe that India‘s rank in ease-in-doing business has improved. Further, manufacturing 

sector has seen an upswing with key sectors such as defense seeing huge participation from foreign 

investors. 

  

'Make in India‘s success lies in making the small and medium enterprises foster. Thus, 'Make in 

India' should not only focus on big business but also to the neglected small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) so that rural India can reap the benefit as much as the developed parts of India. Further, 

domestic business must be protected from big multinational chains, so that an equitable growth is 

ensured at all fronts. 

 

 

EXAMPLE:  

  

Now a day, Teenagers are losing track of the real world and are getting immersed in the virtual world 

of internet. Write an article in 150-200 words on Effect of Internet on Teenagers. You are Akshita/ 

Nirupam of Kendriya Vidyalaya, Sector31, Chandigarh. 

 

EFFECT OF INTERNET ON TEENAGERS 

–By Akshita 

 

We live in an era where internet has percolated our very essence of life. So be it the smart phones or 

laptops, one has access to the internet which gives access to all kinds of information that can be used 

fruitfully as well as in a destructive manner. 

 

Out of all the people who use internet for fulfilling their everyday needs, requirements as well as 

entertainment purposes, teenagers are often seen to be the biggest contributors to the use of internet. 
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These teenagers often fall prey to cyber bullying, cybercrimes and at the very least, these teenagers 

lose track of the real world and get immersed in this vast ocean of internet. Not do their grades 

suffer, but they also incur a severe dent on their personal and mental well being too. 

 

Awareness programmes should be run at school level while parents must put in concerned efforts to 

sensitize their young children on the perils of internet and its excessive usage. It is prudent to 

monitor the search history of teenagers so that parents may gauge if their kid is using the net for the 

right purposes or not. Emphasis should be given on real life interactions and friendships while 

keeping internet social networking to its minimal best. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
 

Education doesn't mean only providing degree. Schools play an important role to inculcate moral 

values in students. Using the following verbal inputs write an article in 150-200 words on the topic 

"Value Education in School." You are Meera  /Manoj. 

 

Suggested Value Points 

 

 Education must be value based. 

 Part of the curriculum in schools education compulsory up to secondary level 

 Value education remains distant dream 

 Young boys and girls going astray-reduced to walking computers. 

 Material prosperity-only aim of life 

 Cable TVs demand pollutes young minds negatively 

 Need for morals education-value based education-build-character and morals. 

 Steps taken in school-Assembly-5 mint. Talk regarding importance of moral and values in 

life. 

 Special prizes awarded to-most disciplined student, well behaved 

 Student, integrity Club, Guest lectures, etc. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
 

You are Vipin / Vineeta. You have just visited a glass factory which employs children. You have 

witnessed the awful condition of the children there and their place of work. You also recount the 

child laborers engaged in carpet and cracker industry, brick-kilns, road side restaurants and as 

domestic helps. In spite of strict laws you find it appalling that many people in educated society want 

the practice of child laborers to continue to fulfill their selfish motives. Write an article in about 150–

200 words advocating a total ban on child labour. 

 

Suggested Value Points 

 

Para I: Introduction:  
 

 Children below the age of 14 engaged in various types of work in homes, hotels. garages and 

factories. 

 Millions of children work as child laborers and are devoid of school education. 
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Para II: Cause  

 Poverty is one of the main causes, other causes  

 Parents illiterate, they are paid less wages, educated people, upper & middle class engage 

        child laborers for their help. 

 Laws are not so strict etc. 

 

Para III: Effect 

 Working conditions in their place of work is pathetic. 

 It results in their poor health. 

 Become victims of asthma, high blood pressure, poor eyesight, even becomes blind. 

 Work in dingy cells without proper oxygen 

 Fall in bad habits of smoking and drugs. 

Para IV: Suggestions 

 Laws should be strictly enforced 

 Serve punishments by law to the employers 

 Joint efforts  

 public awareness through media. 

ROAD RAGE 

– By Akarsha 

Our roads are fast becoming a theater of maddening public behaviour with motorists becoming more 

and more intolerant and reckless. In the mad rush it is sad to note that people's blood rushes faster 

than their vehicles resulting in road rage fights. 

 

Road behaviour is the manifestation of stress in our lives. The mad driver‘s disease-Road rage is 

described as the outcome of short periods of irrationality, and heat is always an escalating factor. 

People shed the family and work related stress and anger on their steering wheels. Traffic jams 

caused by encroachments, processions and rallies, poor roads, irritating noise, obnoxious exhaust 

fumes and sizzling summers only make the matters worse. Modern youth is intolerant. Some people 

have a sense of superiority due to owing bigger vehicle. 

 

The wonder of wonders is that people ignore accidents and consequent loss of lives and move on. 

And as for the cops, it is an everyday affair, a routine. Is there a way out? Yes. There always is one, 

if we pause to reflect coolly. All it takes to turn road rage into a driving pleasure is a good 

knowledge of traffic rules, a courteous behaviour to fellow drivers and a smile. 

 

The mad rush is hardly to bother if one sets out early and drives at ease but with caution. Maintain 

your cool don't carry stress while driving check your words and actions, count ten when angry. And 

when accidents do take place as they might, keeping cool and showing presence of mind can save 

many precious lives. As regards damage to vehicles, well the insurance company will gladly take 

care of that. 

 

So, while on road, one must keep to the left, keep cool and always be on an alert. 
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TOPIC FOR ARTICLE WRITING 

 

 Suggested Topics for Article Writing 

 Brain Drain 

 Value Education 

 Gender Inequality 

 Cyber World (Boon or Bane) 

 Importance of Sports 

 Print Media or News Channel 

 Advantages Children Learn What they Live with 

 

SPEECH WRITING 

 

A speech is a formal talk or discourse delivered to an audience to express thought / opinions over a 

particular subject matter. It reflects of thoughts and accuracy of tests in a balanced manner. 

 

The phrases information used should be contemporary, with accurate date, motivational words and 

phrases. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKS 

 

FORMAT:    1 Mark 

 

CONTENT:    4 Marks 

 

EXPRESSION:   5 Marks 

 

 Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings- 2½ MARKS 

 Coherence and relevance of ideas and style-  2½ MARKS 

 FORMAT 

 

 Greeting/ Salutation/ Addressing the audience 

 Self introduction (Name and Designation) and introduction of the topic 

CONTENT 
 

 Facts about the topic-cause and effects of the issue 

 Data and examples/ real input 

 Conclusion by giving suggestions 

 Thanks giving to the audience – 'Thank you‘ 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

  

Part I – Introduction – define the topic 
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Part II – Analyse the topic in terms of issue and its causes, consequences and effects etc. 

 

Part III –  

 Conclusion – suggestions, remedial measures and steps for improvement. 

 Make value points and develop them into paragraphs maintaining a logical order. 

 Try to make a rough draft first. 

 Mind the word limit. 

Beginning of Speech: 

 

Begin with greeting/ salutation and by addressing the audience 

 

Style 1 

Honorable Principal, teachers and my dear friends, Welcome to all in this healthy and joyous 

morning. 

I, ...(Name)....... of class XII wish to speak on some very important topic of ..................................... 

 

Style 2 

 

Good morning to all, I ............... (name) ............... present my views on ............... Please listen and 

try adopting in your life. 

 

Style 3 

 

Dear audience, 

Good morning to all. 

 

Style 4 

 

Honorable Principal, teachers and all my dear friends, I am .....(Name)......., It is a great honor for me 

to deliver a speech on the topic ............... 

 

Style 5 

 

Respected Principal, teachers, and my dear friends, I am .....(Name).........., It's a matter of great 

privilege for me to deliver a speech on the topic ............. . 

 

End/ Conclude: 

Therefore in the end, I would like to end my speech by strongly supporting the idea that ................. . 

 

Thanks Giving 

 

Thanks all for being so generous to listen to my views so attentively and patiently. 

Thank You. 

EXAMPLE:  

DELHI'S POLLUTION — A MAJOR CONCERN 

Respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends, 

Good morning to all ! 

I am Arushi Sharma of Class XII A. It's a matter of great privilege for me to deliver a speech on the 

topic Delhi's Pollution – A Major Concern. 



47 | P a g e  
 

 

In May, 20XX World Health Organization declared New Delhi as the most polluted city of the 

world. Delhi's pollution has been a great concern over the years. Environmental problems in Delhi 

are a big threat to Delhi's inhabitants and to the flora and fauna as well. 

 

The city suffers from air pollution, caused by road dust and the gases emitted by vehicles and 

industries. The growth in the number of vehicles in Delhi, is very high and unexpected. More than 

1000 new vehicles are coming on the roads of Delhi every day. 

 

Another reason for city pollution is its industries. There are over 25 industrial areas in Delhi. Small 

scale industries and heavy industries throw 3000 ton pollutants into the air; out of which 13% of air 

pollution is caused by thermal power plants. Most of the small scale industries do not have waste 

treatment plants; as a result they directly throw their liquid waste into the river Yamuna 

contaminating its water. These industries release toxic elements which cause ground water 

contamination. Small hospitals and private nursing homes, to some extent, are also responsible for 

Delhi's pollution. They are mushrooming day by day. Small hospitals and private nursing homes do 

to have arrangements to treat hospital waste and it is thrown in the open air causing air pollution. 

 

There should be a certain policy for afforestation, atmospheric pollution, biomedical waste, domestic 

refuse and water and sewage treatment. An action plan is needed in order to encourage public 

participation in environmental problems. Odd and Even Number formula can play an important role 

to curb the pollution from the capital city of India. 

 

Thank you. 

 

EXAMPLE:  

UNDERAGE DRIVING : A ROAD TO DISASTER 

 

Respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all of you. Today I am 

here to present my views on the topic underage driving is a road to disaster. For school students, it is 

fun and fashion to zip on a high-powered motor bike to school. For their status conscious parents, it 

is a matter of pride. But little do they realise that it is a tragedy waiting to happen. A few days ago, 

two boys were returning from their classes with another friend on a two-wheeler. They lost control 

and rammed into a lamp post nearby. The two boys died on the spot, while their friend was battling 

for life in the Hospital. 

 

Minors driving to school, Youngsters from wealthy families often take out their parents' car for a 

drive. A visit to any of the popular urban schools would reveal that almost 90 per cent of the senior 

students use two-wheelers to commute to school. Children of this age are restless, impatient and have 

a shorter attention span. Courtesy their hormones, they drive fast, rash and honk wildly. Their 

reflexes are not as sharp as the reflexes of the adults and when required to react fast, they bungle. 

They are unable to control the speeding vehicle in case of emergencies and it leads to is accidents. 

 

Checking of driving license should be done stringently. It's time for parents, students, institutions and 

traffic department to realise that unrestricted under age driving by school students is a road to 

disaster. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
You are Suresh / Shwati. You are worried about the hike in the prices of essential commodities like 

LPG, pulses, vegetables, etc. Write a speech on this in about 150-200 words for morning assembly 

suggesting certain steps to curb inflation. 
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Value Points 

 Intro./ I Para Good  Morning  all  of  you.  Today  I  Suresh  / Shweta, am here to 

express my thoughts. 

 Present world is a difficult world for the common man due to rise in prices of essential 

commodities. 

 Impossible to make both ends meet 

 The prices of domestic gas, petrol, pulses, vegetables, fruits etc sky rocketing 

Para Causes 

 Drastic changes in economy lead to hike in prices of commodities 

 Increase in the prices of petrol or diesel tends to affect the entire economic structure. 

 Motive of traders to earn more profits leads to black marketing / hoarding 

 Then there is price rise 

 Sometimes less supply, more demand 

 Natural calamities 

 Less monsoon are also the causes 

Para   Suggestions 

 There should be check on price rise by state machinery 

 Ban on hoarding / black marketing 

 Such traders be behind the bars 

 License should be cancelled 

 Cooperative stores be opened 

 Fair price shops required 

 Strict supervision and monitoring be done by authorities concerned 

 Government should boost the market of its own agricultural produce. 

Questions for Practice 

 

(i) You are Sukumar/ Subhashini, Head Boy/ Girl of your school. You spotted some students 

looking very tired and lazy with swollen eyes. When inquired, they revealed that they are in habit of 

being active in surfing and chatting on social websites till late night. As a result they are unable to 

concentrate on studies in school and at home as well. You feel worried about their plight and passive 

behaviour. You decide to deliver a speech in the morning assembly to make students aware about 

this issue. Write a speech in 150-200 words on ―Impact of Excess Access of Social Websites‖. 

 

(ii) You are Ravi Kishan/ Radhika, Head Boy/ Girl of your school. You feel concerned about 

increasing complaints of bullying in the school. You decided to deliver a speech on this issue in the 

morning assembly. Write a speech in 150-200 words on ―Bullying Should Be Stopped‖. 

(iii) Drains nearby your school are choked due to plastic/ polythene bags making water stagnant. 

As a result mosquitoes are breeding there. As an alert citizen you decided to make new generation 

aware about this issue. Write a speech in 150-200 words on ―Hazardous Consequences of Using 

Plastic/Polythene Bags‖. 
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DEBATE 

A debate is the formal discussion or argument on a particular matter delivered in favor of or against a 

subject in a disciplined strong, convincing and refuting manner. 

 

Nature of the debate is argumentative. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKS 
 

FORMAT:   1 Mark 

 

CONTENT:   4 Marks 

 

EXPRESSION:  5 Marks 

 Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings  2½ MARKS 

 Coherence and relevance of ideas and style   2½ MARKS 

 

FORMAT 

 

 Introduction 

 Greeting/ Salutation/ Addressing the audience 

 Introduction of the topic–For or Against 

CONTENT 

• Facts about the topic – cause and effects of the issue 

• Data and examples/ real input 

• Contradiction to opponent's views- to oppose the opponent's statement 

• Conclusion by giving own views 

 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE 

 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

 Introduction – define the topic 

 Analyse the issue/topic/subject in terms of issue and its causes, consequences and 

effects etc. in a logical manner 

 Speak in favor or against the motion 

 Support you argument with strong statements 

 Give some facts in support of your view 

 Use powerful expression like 

 I'd like to argue........................... 

 At this point I differ from my worthy opponents ..................... 

 May I ask a very genuine question from my opponent why/how ............ 
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 I totally disagree with my opponent  .................................... 

Conclusion – suggestions, remedial measures and steps for improvement. 

 Make value points and develop them into paragraphs maintaining a logical order. 

 Try to make a rough draft first. 

 Mind the word limit. 

 Adopt argumentative style while writing a debate. 

 Clear agreement or disagreement to be expressed 

 Word limit 150-200 words 

 Begin with greeting/ salutation and by addressing the audience like.... 

  

Dear audience, Welcome to all in this healthy and joyous morning, 

Style 1: 

 

Respected judges, Principal, teachers and friends, I am going to present my views for / against the 

motion ........................ 

 

Style 2: 

 

Respected Chair person, members of jury, worthy opponents. I‘m, ...(Name) ............. of class XII is 

going to speak against/for the motion on the topic.......................................................................... 

 

Style 3: 

 

Honorable judges and my dear friends, today I stand before you to express my views in favor or 

against the motion ...................... 

 

Ending a debate: 

 

Therefore in the end, I would like to end my debate by strongly supporting/ opposing the idea of 

....................  

Thank you 

 

EXAMPLE:  
 

You are Ashish / Amita of D.A.V. Public School, Raipur. You have observed that tuition centers are 

mushrooming at a high rate these days. They charge very high fee and assure the students of better 

marks and seats in professional colleges. Almost all the students of Secondary / Sr. Secondary join 

tuition centers or coaching centers. Write a debate in around 150-200 words either in favor of or 

against the topic are "Tuition or Coaching Centers a Necessity for Students"? 

 

Value Points 

 

Favor:  Tuition or Coaching Centers are a Necessity for Students. 

 

 

I Para:  
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Begin with honorable judges and my dear friends. I stand before you to express my views for / 

against the motion Tuition or Coaching Centers are a necessity for students? 

 

For / Favor 

 

Coaching Centers/ Tuition Centers a necessary evil. age of tough competition getting admission in 

prestigious college a status symbol more number of students but less no of seats parents not updated 

with the changing trends don't have time mostly working parents, not expert in all subjects all 

coaching centers take this benefit employ subject expert / expert faculty members easily 

approachable. give additional practice-examination tips. more over result oriented teaching. Though 

these centers charge high fees, keep timing of their own choice, have large group to teach, students 

bunk their school yet these desperately required by the students for their careers.  

Thanks 

 Debate:  

Against the motion of topic Tuition / Coaching Centre a Necessity for Students. Disagree that these 

centers are a necessity for students. Though these days, trends towards these centers Students find it 

a status symbol to attach with prestigious coaching centers. Parents pay high fees-become over 

burdened-always in pressure. Students have no time to relax, recreate themselves run to and fro from 

tuition no time to revise the course content become sandwich between school and coaching centers 

sometime get result below their expectation become depressed commit suicide develop inferiority 

complex if parents are incapable of paying fees of these centers. According to me ban on these 

centers. Schools should hold extra-classes - provide coaching to prepare for competitive exams. 

  

No extra fee for that as public / private schools already charge heavy fees. 

 

In government schools administrative department should appoint subject experts to prepare students 

for competitive tests - coaching should be given after the school is over. 

Students will be happy, relaxed more time to study and prepare for exams - bunking of school-

parents less burdened. 

 

ARE OLD AGE HOMES NECESSARY?     (Favor) 

 

Honorable jury members, teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all of you. Today I 

am here to present my view in favor of the motion 'Are Old Age Homes Necessary'? 

 

In today's world Old age homes are necessary especially in India. Parents educate their children and 

then they travel to different places and countries which may not suit their parents. Hence, if someone 

looks after their needs, it is well and good. Parents are good, they want to allow them to go for good 

positions around the world. Parents can't go with them as the climate may not be suitable for them to 

live in good conditions; they are ready to pay any amount for their welfare. 
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Old age homes supply a number of needs to old people. First among these is security, both 

financially, physically and medically, though not necessarily in that order. 

 

In today's world people are very busy due to various reasons the main one being money-making or 

work. There are some people who only care about money and think their parent as a burden. Some 

people are forced to be involved in money making for their living. Even if they wish to, it's difficult 

to look after their parents. In both cases the children abandon them in such a situation the old age 

homes play an important role. If elders are kept here they will have regular medical check-ups and a 

time of their own. People can play, interact and relax at the same time. Not necessary you just leave 

them there and don't even bother to visit them. Children often have the facilities to visit their parent 

or grandparents or any relative in the old age homes. I feel we need old age homes to give some 

people shelter and to others the time of their lives. 

 

Thank you 

 

Against 

 

Honorable jury members, teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all you. Today I am 

here to present my views against the motion 'Are Old Age Homes Necessary'? We must care for 

parents who cared for us. They have spent their whole life time for us and it‘s our responsibility to 

care for them in turn. We are now busy in work and at high position because of them. If they hadn't 

spent money or us we couldn't have this life now. If we care for our parents now then only our 

children will care for us. 

  

They cared for us so we should take care of them. They are the ones who will never leave us. I am 

really against the idea of leaving our parents in old age home. As now they have grown up and have 

brought us to this stage. Now it's our time to take care of them. Most of the persons leave their 

parents as they are illiterate or they think that they will not be able to move ahead in life. I request 

not to send your parents in old age homes. No matter if they get proper attention and medical 

treatment, they will not get the same mental peace and emotional satisfaction they get in their houses. 

They will find it harder to adapt to a new lifestyle, new homes, as most old people have never even 

bothered to leave their own house premises. 

 

Thank you 

 

MOBILE PHONES A BOON OR A BANE? 

 

Against 

 

Honorable Principal, Teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all of you. Today I am 

here to present my views against the motion mobile phones a boon or a bane? In the olden days, 

people used to visit friends and relatives often. But look at our generation. How often we get to see 

our relatives. We just make a phone call to talk to them instead of visiting. We call our grandparents 

through phones to check if they are doing well. We wish them Happy Diwali and Happy New Year 

by sending a text message. We are living in a fast moving world where social life is centered around 

the mobile phones. Mobile phones are No. 1 culprit in damaging our social and family life. What 

more, I have seen people talking through phone to the family members in the next room instead of 

just getting up from the chair and walking over there. 

 

Leave aside the social life. Think about the health problems because of excessive use of mobile 

phones. It is a scientific fact that cell phones emit radio frequency energy, a form of radiation, which 

can be absorbed by tissues in your body. The nervous system of children is still developing and is 
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more vulnerable to factor that may cause cancer. Considering the fact that over 7 billion people use 

cell phones worldwide, I can't even imagine how many of them are waiting for the deadly disease 

called "Cancer" with this note i would like to end thank you very much ! 

 

Favor 

 

Respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends, a very good morning to all of you. Today I am 

here to present my views in favor of the motion mobiles phones a boon or a bane? How much time 

and energy was wasted travelling around just to ask something or tell something to another person. 

Cell phones is a real blessing which allows us to save a lot of time and help us spend that time for 

other productive purpose or just relax with family. Some of my friends mentioned some health issues 

regarding the radiation from mobile phones. I agree that cell phones emit minute amount of radiation 

but it is too small to cause any health issues. Vehicles cause accidents, right? But do you stop using 

vehicles? If you see a car accident on the road, will you say "I will no longer ride a car"? Rather, we 

all take safety precautions while using cars and buses. So are the mobile phones. Use them 

appropriately and you will be safe. You can use Bluetooth and wireless earphones to completely 

avoid any radiation from mobile phones. 

 

Someone here said mobile phones damage our social and family life. I completely disagree. How 

many times you can visit relatives who live in another town? May be, 2 or 3 times a year. That's 

what our previous generation used to do. Between these visits, they would never know what is going 

on there. Imagine how lucky we are! All our friends and relatives are just a phone call away. My 

mummy makes sure we speak to our close family relatives every week and other relatives and friends 

once in few weeks. Also, if we come to know that any of our relatives are sick, my mother would 

immediately call them over the phone and check their health and also offer help. Sometimes we can 

suggest good doctors and hospitals. Only cell phones made all this possible. 

 

Thank You. 

 

Questions for Practice 

 

i) "Technology Makes us More Alone". Write a debate in 150-200 words either for or against the 

motion. 

 

ii) "Teachers Assign too Much Home Assignments". Write a debate in 150-200 words either for or 

against the motion. 

 

iii) "Violent Video Games make the Children more Violent in Real Life". Write a debate in 150-200 

words either for or against the motion. 

 

iv) "Students should be allowed to take Mobile Phones to School". Write a debate in 150-200 words 

either for or against the motion. 

 

v) "Peer Pressure is Harmful for Teenagers". Write a debate in 150-200 words either for or against the 

motion. 

  

REPORT 

 

Distribution of Marks: 

 

Format:  1 mark 
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Content:  4 marks 

 

Expression:  5 Marks (2½ + 2½) 

 

A report is a written account of an incident heard, seen, done or experienced and meant to be 

published, about an event that has taken place in the part. A good report must have a good 

introduction, complete reporting and proper conclusion 

 

Types of Report 

  

 Newspaper Report 

 School Magazine Report 

 

Points to Remember: 

 

 Use simple past tense for magazine and mixture of tenses for newspaper 

 Use active / passive voice in reported speech 

 Divide the report into three parts 

 Part I : Introduction – Mention– what, date, time, place 

 Part II: Body – detail of the incident, causes, consequences, effects, guests, steps, 

activities, and people involved, relevant details. 

 Part III: Conclusion – reactions / statements of people / promises by authorities / steps 

taken. 

 

Report in third person/ School Magazine Report 

 

 Format: 

 Heading 

 Name of the writer 

Newspaper Report 

 

 Format: 

 Heading 

 Name of the reporter 

 Date and Place 

 

 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE REPORT 

 

EXAMPLE:  
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You are Shruti / Suhail, Head of the History Club of ASN Public School, Janak Puri, Chandigarh. 

Your school organised Heritage Awareness Programme in your school to create awareness regarding 

our monuments. Write a report on this programme in about 125–150 words 

 

HERITAGE AWARENESS PROGRAMME 

–by Shruti / Suhail 

 

Heritage Awareness Programme was organised by the History Club of ASN Public School, Janak 

Puri, Chandigarh on 09 August 2018 from 10 am to 2 pm in the School Auditorium. The school was 

well decorated with posters of various historically important monuments. 

 

Mr. Deen Dayal, Dean of History Department of PU was the Chief Guest. Around 2000 students and 

parents attended the programme. 

 

The programme began by lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the Chief Guest. After that a skit was 

presented by the students of Class XI showing the importance of our heritage and monuments. The 

history club presented an engrossing documentary giving a brief detail of 100 monuments from 

different parts of India. 

 

In the end, the Chief Guest gave a very motivating speech about the role of Youth in preserving our 

national heritage. The Principal presented Vote of Thanks after which light refreshment was served. 

 

Questions for Practice 

 

i)    You are Neha / Narayan, a consultant in Sai School of Management. You organised a seminar on 

Right to Education Act for Teachers and students in which educationist were invited to talk on the 

topic, its problem and implications. Write a report in about 125–150 words for the school magazine. 

 

ii)   You are Preet / Prem, head of Health Club of KV, Shalimar Bagh, New Delhi. Your club 

organised a talk to make students aware about alarming use of chemicals in vegetable and fruits. 

Experts from medical field and consumer forum were invited to answer the queries of the audience. 

Write a report in about 125 words for your school magazine. 

  

NEWS PAPER REPORT 

 

Example:  
 

You are Sanjay / Sanjana, a reporter with. The Hindustan Times. You witnessed a fire accident in a 

crowded market in Delhi. Write a report to be published in the newspaper. Invent necessary details. 

 

FIRE ENGULFED CENTRAL MARKET 

–Sanjay / Sanjana, Staff Reporter 

10 September, 20XX, New Delhi 

Over a hundred persons were trapped for two hours when a devastating fire broke out yesterday in 

the Central Market Lajpat Nagar between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Though no casualties were reported 

officially, fifty people were injured. 

 

The fire broke out around 4.50 p.m. due to a short circuit in the main line and spread quickly. There 

was panic and stampede as people rushed out of the overcrowded market place. Fire brigade and 

police arrived at the venue within half an hour. About a dozen firemen battled for two hours to bring 

the fire under control. The loss incurred is estimated to be about five crore rupees. 
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The injured persons were rushed to a nearby hospital. Many people sustained minor burns. The 

Governor has announced an enquiry into the mishap. The police is investigating the matter. 

 

 

 

Questions for Practice 

 

MOCK DRILL 

-Report by Karuna 

26 May 20XX 

 

A Mock Drill was conducted on 25 August, 20XX at 11 am in our school. This time mock drill was 

conducted to mark the 1st anniversary of Nepal Earthquake of 2015. For mock drill of an imaginary 

earthquake as soon as the alarm hooter rang out loud and clear, books were abandoned and bags 

shoved aside as students dived under their desks for cover. Teachers and non-teaching staff too were 

involved in the act, as they stood huddled in a corner or under the desks waiting for the imagined 

worst to pass. After a few seconds the students were immediately escorted by their subject teachers 

to the assembly point. During the drill students followed the exit routes designated for them and 

assembled at assembly point in proper rows earmarked class wise. Proper head count of all the 

students was taken. Rescue team was in action to rescue left out students or any other staff members. 

Special care was taken for disabled students. Keeping all the safety measures in mind and carrying 

them out methodically, the entire building was successfully evacuated within a span of 2 minutes. 

 

Once all had evacuated the building and had assembled in the ground, the students were advised not 

to panic in case of any disaster. They were instructed to be with teachers at the time of disaster and 

follow the instructions given by them. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
Write a report on Cleanliness Drive recently held in your school. 

 

REPORT ON CLEANLINESS DRIVE 

–By Sneha, Head Girl 

Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya, Majlis Park, undertook a cleanliness drive during the month of October 

20XX in accordance with Clean India Campaign. The school chalked out a monthly plan to organize 

numerous activities such as skits, debates, speeches, poster making etc. A special drive was carried 

out on 02 October 20XX to reverberate to the mission of campaigning. The students took a pledge to 

clean their school, homes, public places and surroundings. During the morning assembly a play on 

"Clean India' was enacted to highlight the importance of hygiene, sanitation and cleanliness. The 

school Principal along with staff and students actively involved in the cleanliness drive. They 

enthusiastically took up broom and cleaned up every nook and corner of classrooms, corridors school 

ground and nearby area. The whole drive was quite inspiring and motivating for the students. The 

students realized that any work is best done by the person himself. It made the students aware of the 

dignity of labour. 

 

Question : A local tour is organised in your school recently. Write a report in 120–150 words based 

upon your experience, for the school magazine of your school. You are Namit / Namita of Class XI 

A. 

  

LOCAL TOUR 
– By Namit / Namita (XI A) 
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On 9th of October this year, a local tour was organised for all the students of school. The students 

were informed well in advance. They reached the school in time and boarded the assigned buses at 

sharp 8.30 a.m. escorted by their respective class teachers. 

 

A sumptuous refreshment like light snacks, and frooti etc. was relished by the students, while 

traveling. They disposed off the wrappers in dustbin, kept in buses. All the students were very happy 

and sung sang while making merry. 

 

The students were very happy when they reached the first spot i.e., Gandhi Smriti Bhawan. They 

noted the important information in the notebooks that they were carrying. 

 

The next destination was Humayun's Tomb. The students and the teachers had their lunch in the 

outer lawns. When they entered the premises, they were taken aback by its sheer beauty. It was a 

magnificent monument with well manicured lawns. There were fountains amidst numerous small 

square ponds. It was an extremely beautiful view. 

 

The students were then asked by the teachers to form queues again to move to the next spot - that 

was Rail Bhawan. They had glimpse of journey of railways in India Since 1953. It was fascinating. 

The bus reached the school at 5.00 p.m. The students were a bit tired but happy. They bade good bye 

to the teachers and moved to their respective homes. 

 

Question:  

Write a report on the topic Career Mela' in 150-200 words for your school magazine. The inputs are 

provided to facilitate you. You are Manohar Singh / Manjeet Kaur. 

 

 students asked to submit charts pertaining to various career choices... 

 under senior and junior categories... 

 class XII and X students were informed well in advance... 

 charts displayed in multipurpose hall... 

 principal presided the career mela.... 

 students were invited to have a round of exhibition... 

 they were told to bring along note books and pen... 

 two resource persons were invited... 

 talks were held about career prospects available in India and abroad after completing school... 

 it was appreciated by all  

 

Suggested Topics for Practice 

 

 Annual Day & Prize Distribution 

 Sports Day 

 Van Mahotsav 

 Literacy Week 

 Fancy Dress Competition / Debate Competition 

POEM 
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POETIC DEVICES 

 

Poetic devices are: 

 

 techniques that writers use to create a special and pointed effect in their writing, to convey 

information, concept and idea or to help readers understand on a deeper level 

 used in writing for emphasis or clarity 

 used to connect readers more strongly with a story as a whole or specific characters / themes 

Poetic devices used in the poems are: 

 

(Note: Words/ phrases in a poem, sometimes may reflect more than one poetic device so there might 

be an overlap of poetic devices in the same phrase) 

 

1. SIMILE- is a comparison between two distinctly different things and is indicated by the use 

                             of the word ―LIKE‖ or ―AS‖. 

 

Example- ‗as a late winter‘s moon‘ (poem-My Mother at Sixty —Six) 

 

2. METAPHOR- is a figure of speech in which a term is applied to something to which it is not 

                                       literally applicable in order to suggest a resemblance. 

 

Example- ‗gusty waves‘ (poem - An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum) 

 

3. REPETITION- is repetition of single words or phrases, lines and sometimes, even whole 

                                        stanzas at intervals to create musical effect; emphasize a point; reader‘s 

                                        attention or lend unity to a piece is drawn. 

 

Example- ‗Far far‘ (poem — An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum) 

 

4. ALLITERATION- is the use of the same letter or sound at the beginning of words that are 

                                              close together. 

 

Example-‗Greedy good doers‘ (A Roadside Stand) 

 

6. HYPERBOLE- is an obvious and intentional exaggeration, such as ―I read a million books 

                            this summer. This literary device is often used for dramatic or comedic 

                            effect. 

 

6. PERSONIFICATION -is the attribution of personal nature or human characteristics to 

                                                     something non-human, or the representation of an abstract quality 

                                                     in human form. Personification is used to help the reader create a 

                                                     clearer mental picture of the scene or object being described. 

 

Example- ‗pathetically pled‘ (poem- ‗A Roadside Stand) 

  

7. OXYMORON- is a combination of two words that, together, express a contradictory 

                            /opposite meaning. This device is often used for emphasis, for humor or to 

                            create pressure/ sarcasm. 
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Example- beneficent beasts of prey (Poem- A Roadside Stand) 

 

8. TRANSFERRED EPITHET-a figure if speech wherein an adverb or adjective is transferred 

                                                               from a noun to which it belongs, to a noun with which it fits 

                                                               only grammatically, but not logically or practically. 

 

Example- ‗selfish cars‘ (poem- A Roadside Stand) 

9. IMAGERY- is when an author describes a scene, thing, or idea so that it appeals to our 

                                   senses(taste, smell, sight, touch, or hearing). This device is often used to help 

                                   the reader clearly visualize the context and content by creating a strong mental 

                                   picture. 

Example- ‗children spilling‘ (poem-My Mother at Sixty six) 

 

10. SYMBOLISM-Symbolism refers to the use of an object, figure, event, situation, or other 

                                       idea in a written work to represent something else—typically a broader 

                                       message or deeper meaning that differs from its literal meaning. The things 

                                       used for symbolism are called "symbols," and they‘1l often appear multiple 

                                       times throughout a text, sometimes changing in meaning as the plot 

                                       progresses. 

 

Example- ‗wedding band‘ (poem- Aunt Jennifer‘s Tigers) 

 

LITERATURE SECTION  

 

AUNT JENNIFER'S TIGERS 

- By Adrienne Rich 

 

Adrienne Rich is widely known for her involvement in contemporary women‘s movement as a poet 

and theorist. She focuses on feminist poems expressing her anger. Her poetry changed a lot of 

people‘s, especially women‘s views towards the way they lived their lives and their role in society. 

The poem ‘AUNT JENNIFER’S TIGERS’ brings forth the message that women need to live for 

themselves and not be dependent on men. Also it addresses the constraints of married life 

experienced by a woman in a male dominated world. 

 

Summary: 

The poet expresses the inner feelings of a woman – Aunt Jennifer. The aunt is embroidering a motif 

comprising of energetic, fearless tigers moving freely around the bright greenery. She is living a life 

of submissiveness to her husband‘s command. Her acts are dominated by him and she fears him 

constantly. This pattern of the free and fearless tigers reflects her inner desire to live a free and 

fearless life. The tigers are graceful, elegant and bright. 

 

Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers tremble as she embroiders. She is old but still fears her husband. She does not 

enjoy the freedom to do anything as per her wish. She is scared doing the embroidery too and fears 

his wrath. Since the day she got married, she has been fulfilling the demands of her husband. The 

wedding ring on her hand is a constant reminder that she belongs to her husband. The burden of the 

demanding marriage has exhausted her. The torment will not end until her death. 

 

Even after her death, the ring will remain on her hand and she will never be free. On the other hand, 

the tigers that she is embroidering will continue to move around freely forever. Her desire of 

freedom and fearlessness will live on through her tigers. 

 

Points to Remember 
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 Aunt Jennifer's tigers symbolize spirit of freedom which she herself is bereft of. 

 The tigers are the dwellers of the green forest, are fearless and ferocious. This is in stark 

contrast to the suppressed womanhood in aunt's personality. 

 Uncle made her life very burdensome; the expression 'massive weight of uncle's wedding 

band' symbolizes male dominance. 

 'Ringed' refers to the confines, constraints and the demands of marriage that bind a woman, 

within the vicious grip of her unhappy married life. 

 Even after her death she would feel terrified by the trauma which she faced due to her 

dominating husband /male dominated society. 

 Aunt Jennifer's tigers will survive even after her death. The tigers she knitted on the panel 

will remain fearless, brave and majestic. 

 The aunt herself will remain alive through her art form i.e. her poems. 

 

 POETIC DEVICES 

 

Alliteration-‘fingers fluttering‘, prancing proud‘, 

Imagery- ‗bright topaz denizens‘ 

Symbolism-‗Tigers‘-freedom of spirit 

 

‗Aunt Jennifer‘-women suppressed in a patriarchal society ‗wedding band‘ oppression in marriage 

‗uncle‘-male chauvinism 

 

Explanation 

 

STANZA-1 

 

Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers prance across a screen, 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

 

EXPLANATION 

 The poet is talking about a lady whom she addresses as aunt, Jennifer. 

 She is embroidering a piece of cloth. It could be a table cloth or a wall hanging. 

 The pattern shows tigers who are moving and jumping around all over the fabric. 

 They are bright yellow in colour like the colour of the topaz stone (use of metaphor). 

 The dense green forest background is their home. 

 They are the proud and fearless citizens of the forest. 

 Here is a contrast between Aunt Jennifer and her tigers. The tigers are fearless but this lady, 

who is embroidering them is not so. 
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 The tigers look elegant, shining and full of the gentleman‘s grace. 

Central idea:  

The poet is describing a lady whom she addresses as Aunt Jennifer. She says that Aunt Jennifer is 

doing embroidery on a piece of cloth which could be a table cloth or a wall hanging. She has 

designed it with beautiful tigers which are running fearlessly in the green forest. She has described 

their beauty by comparing them with a precious yellow stone known as topaz. She says that they 

appear bright yellow in the green backdrop of the forest. They are fearless and they are not affected 

by the presence of men. Here we can sense the contrast of behavior between the tigers and aunt, 

though the tigers designed by her are fearless but she herself is afraid of her husband. Further, the 

poet says that the tigers are proud and fearless citizens of the forests. They are very shiny and 

elegant. 

Literary Devices used in the Poem 

 

Rhyme scheme:  aabb 

Anaphora: Use of same word in two consecutive lines (they do not … and they pace in…) 

Metaphor: Use of topaz to describe the yellow color of tigers (Bright topaz) 

 

STANZA-2  

Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers fluttering through her wool 

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer‘s hand. 

EXPLANATION 

 The lady‘s fingers are trembling with the fear of her husband. 

 She is pursuing her hobby in her free time but probably, she is still afraid of her husband who 

could scold her. 

 Her fingers are so tired of working endlessly all her life 

 The needle is also heavy for her to pull out of the cloth. 

 The words ‗uncle‘s wedding band‘ as the band was bought by her husband, it is his till today. 

 The lady is dependent on her husband. 

 She is still burdened by the weight of the ring. ‗weight‘ means the encirclement or trapping 

that has fallen upon her by getting married to him, she has been burdened by the obligations 

of married life, has become the man‘s property. 

 She has been living a demanding life due to which she has worn out in her old age. 

Central idea:  

Here the poet describes the fear of Aunt Jennifer towards her husband. She says that while she is 

doing embroidery, her fingers are quivering (shaking) with fear of her husband.  Her husband doesn‘t 

approve of her hobby of embroidery. Therefore, she trembles while she is embroidering the piece of 

cloth. It has become difficult for her to pull her needle up and down. Then she describes the wedding 

ring which was given by uncle to Aunt Jennifer on their wedding day. She says that it is a kind of 

burden for her to wear this ring. She has been tortured by her husband so much that the wedding ring 

which could have been a beautiful gift for her seems like a burden to her. She has faced so many 

difficulties in her married life that the little ring is described as a heavy band on her trembling 
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fingers. This means that the ring is associated with some bad experiences in the form of torture she 

has faced because of her husband‘s dominating behaviour. 

 

Literary device: 

 

Rhyme scheme:  aabb 

Alliteration:  ‗f‘ sound is repeated in finger fluttering 

 

STANZA-3 

When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

 

EXPLANATION 

 

 Her wish to live a free, fearless life is indicated by her choice of design – tigers. 

 It shows her innermost desire of being strong, fearless which has been overpowered by her 

husband. 

 Probably, her ordeal will end upon her death. 

 Her frightened, shaking fingers will be put to rest. 

 But still, even after death, the ring shall remain on her hand, i.e. her husband‘s rule over her 

is not yet over! 

 After her death, her desire of freedom and fearlessness shall remain alive in these tigers 

which she has embroidered. 

Central idea:  

The poet says that one can easily sense aunt‘s desire for freedom and fearlessness through her design 

of tigers. Further she says that it is not possible for aunt to achieve this freedom during her lifetime. 

She will attain it only after her death but here also the irony of her life is that still, she will be tied up 

with shackles in the form of her husband‘s wedding ring. The ring was the sole proof of the tortures 

which she had faced from her husband. On the other hand, there are the tigers designed by Aunt 

Jennifer which will always depict her desire of living a fearless life by jumping proudly and bravely 

on the piece of cloth. 

 

Literary devices 

 

Rhyme scheme:  aabb 

Alliteration:   ‗p‘ is repeated in prancing proud 

New words 

Prance : walk or move around with high springy steps. 

Topaz : a bright yellow colored stone. 

Denizens : here, an animal that lives or is found in a particular place. 

Sleek : elegant. 

Chivalric : being courteous esp. to women, an act of a gentleman. 
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Ordeals: extremely severe tests or experiences. 

Prancing : to move around proudly. 

Fluttering : to move in quick, irregular motions as if being agitated. 

 

Question: 

1. How do ‗denizens‘ and ‗chivalric‘ add to our understanding of the tiger‘s attitudes? 

 

Ans. The word ‗denizens‘ means that they are proud of their home, they feel safe there and have a 

            feeling of belonging attached to it. 

            The word ‗chivalric‘ shows that they have a majestic and worthy position like knights. 

 

2. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer‘s hands are ‗fluttering through her wool‘ in the second stanza? 

Why is she finding the needle so hard to pull? 

 

Ans. Her hands are fluttering probably because she is scared of her husband who could come 

             anytime and scold her for sitting idle and wasting her time doing embroidery. She finds the 

             needle so hard to pull because her fingers are tired of working endlessly all through her life. 

 

3. What is suggested by the image ‗massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‘? 

 

Ans. ‗Massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‘ suggest symbolically, that the bindings and 

            obligations of her marriage are so much that they have put a lot of burden and stress on her. 

 

4. Of what or of who is Aunt Jennifer terrified with in the third stanza? 

 

Ans. She is terrified of her husband. 

 

5.  What are the ‗ordeals‘ Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by, why is it significant that the poet uses the 

word ‗ringed‘? What are the meanings of the word ‗ringed‘ in the poem? 

Ans. The ‗ordeals‘ are 

 Obeying her husband‘s orders. 

 Fear of men. 

 Giving in to his dominance and fulfilling his commands. 

 ‗Ringed‘ indicates entrapment. As the ring encircles the finger, similarly, her husband has 

encircled her in his clutches. Her body and soul are both trapped, struggling for freedom and 

fearlessness. 

5. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer created animals that are so different from her own character? 

What might the poet be suggesting, through this difference? 

Ans. 

 I think that aunt Jennifer‘s intense desire for freedom and fearlessness came out through her 

creativity. 

 This is the time when she is with herself, and then, her innermost feelings are expressed, here 

her medium of expression is the embroidery. 

 Through this difference, it is shown that the lady is not what she is. Her circumstances have 

made her so but even she has a desire to live life with respect and pride. 
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 Interpret the symbols found in this poem. 

 ‗denizens of a world of green‘ means inhabitants of the forest. 

 ‗massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‘ means the burden of marital obligations. 

 ‗Sits heavily upon Aunt‘ means has laid a lot of stress on her. 

 ‗ringed with ordeals‘ means to get entrapped in hardships and sufferings. 

7. Do you sympathize with Aunt Jennifer. What is the attitude of the speaker towards Aunt 

Jennifer? 

Ans. Yes, I sympathize with Aunt Jennifer. The speaker is also sympathetic towards her and hates 

dominating men. 

Questions for Practice 

 

1. Aunt Jennifer's tigers prance across a screen. 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

 Questions: 

 

i. Name the poetic device in the last line. 

Ans.   Alliteration. 

 

ii. What was Aunt Jennifer doing at that moment? 

Ans.   She was embroidering tigers on a piece of woolen cloth. 

 

iii. What do tigers symbolize? 

Ans.   Tigers symbolize fearlessness, bravery and self confidence. 

 

iv.. What are the traits of tigers that are a contrast to the aunt? 

Ans.  The tigers are fearless and 'chivalric' whereas the aunt's own married life has left her 

weak and timid. 

 

2. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie  

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.  

The tigers in the panel that she made  

will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

Questions: 

 

a) What is the status of the Aunt in her family? 

b) Why are Aunt's hands said to be terrified? 

c) Explain : 'Still ringed with ordeals'? 

d) What will happen to her tigers after her death? 

 

Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each: 

 

a) Where do the tigers appear? Write two qualities of the tigers as depicted by the poet? 

b) Why is the ivory needle hard to pull? 

c) What is the significance of the wedding ring in Aunt Jennifer's life? 

d) Do you sympathize with Aunt Jennifer? Why/why not? 

 

(i) Aunt Jennifer's fingers fluttering through her wool 



65 | P a g e  
 

  find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of uncle's wedding band  

sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer's hand. 

 

a) Why are Aunt Jennifer's fingers fluttering? 

b) What is the result of fluttering? 

c) Explain: 'The massive weight of Uncle's Wedding band? 

d) What is Aunt Jennifer's state of mind? 

e) What images and symbols has the poet used to express women's domination by men ? 

 

 

EVANS TRIES AN O-LEVEL 
-By Colin Dexter 

Points to Remember 

 

 Evans seeks permission to appear on O Level German exam from the jail. 

 He is granted permission as he is a young and amiable person. 

 He is called 'Evans the Break' as he has escaped from the jail thrice. 

 Thorough checking is done before and on the day of the examination. 

 Evans seeks permission to put on his hat which is a lucky charm for him. 

 On the day of examination, his invigilator Reverend Stuart Mcleery arrived on scheduled 

time. 

 Mcleery was in long black over coat and a shallow crowned clerical hat. 

 Examination was conducted inside his cell under strict care and vigil of Stephens and 

Jackson. 

 Mcleery was checked thoroughly before entering the cell. 

 Jackson ensured all safety measures so that Evans could not escape. 

 Exam started a bit late at 9.40 am, the assistant secretary informed that there was a 

correction slip to be kept in the package. 

 Stephens peeped through the peep hole at the interval of one minute or so. 

 Evans asked for a blanket. 

 After the paper was over, Stephens dropped Mcleery to the main gate. 

 When he peeped into Evan's cell, he was shocked to see Mcleery bleeding there. 

 Mcleery told him he knew the whereabouts of Evans. 

 Jackson rushed to the spot in Newbury. 

 Evans had impersonated Mcleery. 

 Ultimately, he was spotted at the Golden Lion hotel. 

 The Governor told him that he got his address through the correction slip. 
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 He was arrested and taken in a police van from where he was freed by his friend in police 

uniform. 

Summary 

The story starts with a telephonic conversation between the Governor and the Examination board 

secretary. The prison authorities want to conduct an O-Level exam in German language for a 

prisoner named Evans. The secretary asks about the venue of the exam and also about the invigilator 

for it. The Governor replies that the exam can be conducted in Evans‘s cell and a churchman will be 

appointed as the invigilator for the exam. They both then end their conversation by deciding on how 

and when the exam will be conducted.  

 

A Senior prison officer Jackson visits Evans‘s cell to conduct an inspection so that if any weapon 

may be hidden. They are going through this checking because Evans had successfully escaped from 

prison earlier also, the episode gave him the name of ‗Evans the break‘. The governor was not ready 

to take any risk with this as it could bring a bad name to him. Jackson and Stephens checked the cell 

thoroughly. They had taken away his nail scissors earlier and Jackson ordered Stephens to take away 

his razor blade as soon he had shaved. Jackson ordered Evans to take off his hat but left it because 

Evans requested him not to do so as it was his lucky hat for the exam. All sorts of arrangements were 

made to keep a check on Evans, even a microphone was placed in his cell.  

 

On the day of the exam Mc Leery, the churchman reached the prison and was assisted to the cell by 

Stephens. The Governor was informed that the exam was about to begin and that the cell did not 

have any weapons. The Governor ordered the officer to check the churchman so that Evans may not 

use any belongings of Mc Leery as a weapon. The churchman and his belongings were searched, the 

paper knife was also removed so that Evans might not use it to injure the churchman in order to 

escape. During the search, Jackson found one abnormal thing in the Churchman‘s bag. It was a semi 

filled tube. When asked the reason for keeping it, McLeery said that he had to use it as he suffered 

from piles.  

 

The exam began and everything being spoken in the cell was constantly heard by the Governor. 

Meanwhile, a phone call from the examination board for some corrections in the question paper 

made the Governor suspicious. He cross checked it by dialing the number again which turned out to 

be busy. Then again, there was a phone call from the Magistrate demanding for police officers and a 

van. Such things were suspicious to the Governor but he calmed down as he was sure of his 

arrangements. Stephens stood outside the cell and peeped inside after every minute. It was always 

the same but later on, he noticed that Evans had put a blanket around himself. Though he doubted it 

at first but then stopped thinking much as it was cold inside the cell.  

 

Later on, the exam was conducted and as the Governor ordered on the phone, Stephens accompanied 

Mc Leery to the gate. Everything went as planned and Stephens was happy. To be sure of himself, he 

once again went to the cell for a final look. He was shocked to see Mc Leery lying in a pool of blood. 

Soon the news spread that Evans had injured the invigilator and had escaped from the jail by 

impersonating him. McLeery who was badly injured was taken to the Governor as he had some 

important information. McLeery told the Governor about the photocopy being placed on the question 

paper which shared the escape plan with Evans.  

 

The Governor tried to decode the German language and found out that Evans would reach New Bury 

after his jail break. Soon Superintendent Carter was called and Mc leery was sent with him to catch 

Evans. Both Jackson and Stephens were scolded for being unaware about Evans having a false beard 

and the churchman‘s belongings in his cell. He then ordered both of them to go to St. Aldates Police 

Station and meet Chief inspector Bell. Meanwhile, Carter called him up to inform that they had 

missed Evans while chasing him and that McLeery was sent to Radcliffe hospital. The Governor 
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called up the hospital and came to know that they had sent an ambulance to the examination board 

but the churchman had already disappeared. He understood the whole plan that Mc Leery, who was 

helping them to search Evans was in fact Evans himself. Soon the real Mc Leery was also found by 

the police who was tied up at his house.  

 

On the other hand, Evans had reached hotel Golden Lion and was enjoying his freedom. When he 

reached the hotel room, he found the Governor in his room. He told Evans that he had all of his men 

around so there was no chance for him for escape again. The Governor asked him about his plan and 

Evans told every bit of it to him. Finally, the prison van was called to take Evans to the prison. The 

Governor felt proud of catching him again. As soon as the van started, the prison officer unlocked 

Evans‘s handcuffs and asked the driver to drive fast so that the police could not catch them again. 

Finally, Evans once again managed to escape from the clutches of the police with the help of his 

friends. 

 

 

 

Question  
 

1.  Reflecting on the story, what did you feel about Evans‘ having the last laugh? 

 

Ans. Evans was a very cunning person who smartly devised his plan to escape from the jail. He 

kept on misleading the police and the Governor with false evidences so that nobody could reach him. 

When Governor tracks him in the hotel and feels satisfied about his being able to catch his prey, 

Evans makes up another plan to escape and this he did again with the help of his friends who 

impersonate as the prison officer and driver and takes him away again in front of the eyes of the 

governor. So, we can say that Evans‘ had the right to laugh as he managed everything very well. 

 

2. When Stephens comes back to the cell he jumps to a conclusion and the whole machinery 

blindly goes by his assumption without even checking the identity of the injured ‗McLeery‘. Does 

this show how hasty conjectures can prevent one from seeing the obvious? How is the criminal able 

to predict such negligence? 

 

Ans. When Stephens comes back to the cell he sees Mcleery lying in a pool of blood. He was 

badly hit on his head and the blood was dripping on his beard and clothes. Stephens was a new 

recruit. He was not having much experience of such tricks and so when he saw an injured man in the 

cell, he instead of paying attention to the identity of the injured person mistook him as the real Mc 

Leery. He at once came to the conclusion that he escorted Evans to the gates and so the story spread 

like that and everyone else in the prison also believed it to be so. Evans was being a cunning criminal 

knew the weakness of all the officers and that is why he knitted his plan in a way that things went 

well in his favor. 

 

3. What could the Governor have done to securely bring back Evans to prison when he caught 

him at the Golden Lion? Does that final act of foolishness really prove that ―he was just another 

good-for-a-giggle, gullible governor, that was all‖? 

 

Ans. In order to correct all the previous mistakes, the governor should have accompanied Evans 

himself to the prison. But he trusted the fake prison officer and the driver who were none other but 

friends of Evans. This was not his first mistake, he had done such mistakes in the past also. For 

example, he never verified about the German teacher who was later found to be Evans‘s friend and 
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not even Mc Leery who also was one of the Evans‘s friends. He didn‘t inform Stephens or Jackson 

that he was able to track Evans through the correction slip. In order to show himself the smartest 

person he thought of taking the whole situation in his own hands and took his friends to be the real 

prison officer and the driver without even verifying their identity and let Evans escape once again. 

So yes we can say that he was good-for-a-giggle. 

 

4. While we condemn the crime, we are sympathetic to the criminal. Is this the reason why 

prison staff often develops a soft corner for those in custody? 

 

Ans.  Yes, it is right that everyone condemns the crime. But when we see a criminal bearing the 

punishment our perception towards him changes. So, is with the prison officers who with the passage 

of time develops a soft corner for them. This can be seen in the story as well. Jackson, who was a 

strict officer, also let Evans wear his hat because he considered it to be his lucky charm. Whereas 

Evans was a very tricky person who had already discovered the emotional side of the Jackson. 

 

5. Do you agree that between crime and punishment it is mainly a battle of wits? 

 

Ans. Yes, we can say so if we go by the story. We all know that each battle is won by the strong 

person. In the story the whole war was based on the mental ability and not the physical ability. The 

prison officer had taken away all sorts of weapons from Evans so that he may not find any way to 

escape but Evans used his tricky brain and managed to escape.  

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 

(i) What kind of a person was Evans? 

 

Evans was a young, clever prisoner. He had escaped thrice from the prison for which he was known 

'Evans the Break'. He was not a violent sort of a person. He was quite a pleasant person and was a 

star at the Christmas concert. He was a 'Kleptomaniac' and had broken jail thrice. He was a master 

planner and was very sociable. He knew how to keep intimate contacts with people. In the words of 

the Governor, he was a pleasant sort of chap with no record of violence. 

 

i. What were the precautions taken for the smooth conduct of the examination? 

 

Ans. For smooth conduct of examination various precautionary measures were taken. All sharp 

instruments like razor, nail scissors were removed. The Governor, senior prison officer Jackson and 

officer Stephen were put on duty. A special invigilator was arranged. A microphone was fitted in the 

prison cell where the examination was to be conducted. 

 

ii. How did the question paper and the correction slip help the prisoner and the governor? 

  

Ans. A photocopied sheet was very cleverly pasted on the question paper and the correction slip. It 

was to finalize the details of plan of escape and to make the authorities believe that the wounded man 

was Mcleery, the invigilator himself. On the other hand, these helped the governor to locate the place 

where Evans was hiding. 

 

iii. What was seen by Stephens on opening the peep hole of Evans' cell after seeing off Mcleery? 
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Ans. After seeing off Mcleery, Stephens had an intuition to have looked into the cell of Evans. He 

was shocked to see something very horrible. There he found a man lying in the chair with his head 

smeared in blood. Based on a preconceived notion, without ensuring the identity of injured man, 

Stephens took him as Mcleery. He raised hue and cry and called the police. 

 

iv. How did Evans manage his final escape? 

 

Ans. Evans was on verge of arrest in the hotel. He was handcuffed and made to sit in prison van. 

But the people sitting in the van were his accomplices who were hand in glove with him. They 

opened his handcuff and took the van to News bury and facilitated his final escape. Thus, Evans 

outwitted the governor by dodging and taking a lead over him with his calculated and meticulous 

steps. 

 

v. How was injured Mcleery able to befool the prison officers? 

 

Ans. Mcleery befriended the invigilator in the jail who supplied him the artificial blood in a rubber 

ring. Being a fine actor, he poured it over himself and with his handkerchief hid his face from the 

eyes of the prison officers. He faked unbearable pain and pretended incoherent an utterance so as to 

conceal his voice. With his superb acting he befooled and confused the prison officers'. 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE 

 

i. What different queries does the Secretary of the Examination Board make from the Governor 

before conducting the examination for Evans and why? 

ii. Who made a call regarding a correction in the question paper? What did it really want to 

convey? 

iii. Who is Carter? What does the Governor want him to do and why? 

iv. How did the Governor manage to reach Evans in the hotel? 

v. What did the Governor do to find about the correction slip? 

vi. Why did Evans drape a blanket round his shoulder? What did Stephens think about it? 

vii. In spite of strict vigilance, how did Evans' friends manage to help him disguise in the cell? 

viii. How did Evans convince Jackson to allow him to wear his hat? 

ix. How is Evans not a typical criminal? 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 

i. What were the precautions taken for the smooth conduct of the examination? 

Ans.  Evans had already escaped from the jail on three occasions. There was always a fear that he 

might make another attempt to escape. Therefore all possible precautions were taken The Governor 

personally monitored all security arrangements. Recreation Block was heavily guarded from where 

he expected the prisoner to make another break. Evans' cell was thoroughly checked by Jackson to 

ward off the possibility of the presence of material which might hamper the smooth conduct of the 

examination. 
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His nail scissors, nail-file and razor were taken away and to keep a strict watch on the activities of 

the cell during the examination, the Governor got it bugged. A police officer Stephens was posted to 

keep a constant vigil on his activities. The invigilator was also frisked to make sure that he carried no 

objectionable material with him. 

 

ii. "Between crime and punishment it is mainly a battle of wits". Justify the statement. 

 

Ans.  In the story "Evans tries an O-level", the prisoner Evans was able to escape in spite of the 

best precautionary measures. In this story there is a battle of wits between the governor and two 

officers on one hand and Evans on the other. It was fully ensured by the prison authorities that Evans 

should not escape at any cost. He impersonated McLeery, the invigilator, and stayed inside the cell. 

And finding the right opportunity he escaped. Thus, Evans had the last laugh while the Governor was 

just a good for giggle, gullible officer. 

 

The police arrest criminals and the law enforcing agencies fight cases. But many a times, the 

criminals go scot free by playing numerous uncanny ways. The punishment often does not match 

with the gravity and intensity of crimes. It varies according to the resourcefulness of the criminal, his 

ability to defend himself and how cunningly he is able to manipulate the facts and figures. 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE 

 

i. How does Evans outwit the jail authorities? 

ii. How could the jail authorities have averted Evan's escape? 

iii. Do you think the title 'Evans Tries an O-Level' is appropriate? Give reasons in support of 

your answer. 

iv. How did the Governor manage to reach Evans in the hotel? 

v. Who is the driver of the van who eventually takes Evans to freedom? 

vi. What is more responsible for Evan‘s escape? His smartness or the flaws on the part of jail 

authority? Give reasons to support the answer. 
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ARTICLES WRITING 
 

An Article is a piece of writing on a specific topic forming an independent opinion expressed by a writer. It 

is the most advanced form of writing which presents information in a variety of theme 
 

Distribution of Marks 
 

Format:  Heading and Writer's Name 1 Mark 

Content: 4 Marks 

Expression:  Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings (2½ marks) 

Coherence: relevance of ideas and style (2½ marks) 

Word Limit:  150–200 Words. 

Points to Remember 
 

(c) Give an appropriate Title - Write the Heading/Title at the top with the writer's name 

i) First letter of every word capital e.g. Pollution A Menace 

ii) Eye catching 

iii) Should give crisp idea of theme 

(d) Mention writer's name 

(e) In case of news paper article give date & place 

(f) Divide the article into three parts i.e. split your subject matter into 3-4 paragraphs 

Part-1 

 –    Introduction beginning  

– Mention briefly the status of the issue use stating facts or quotation  
 

Part-2  – Analyse the topic in terms of types / kinds 

–Causes and effect 

–Problem (if any) 

–Consequences 

–Positive / Negative effects 

–Related Information / Statistical date 

–Implications - social / environmental / psychological / health related. 

Part 3 –  

o Conclusion- suggestions / remedial measures / reminders / compare and contrast 

o Compare and contract 

o –Organise the ideas in a logical orders, with systematic presentation 

o Predictions and personal observations maybe included 

o Pay attention to grammatical accuracy and good use of vocabulary 

o Use sentence linkers to ensure continuity - e.g.  
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o Consequently similarly, 'finally' moreover' etc. 

 

Word limit 150 to 200 words. 

 

Hints: Create rough work – First jot all the ideas, second make sequence and third join all the ideas 

with linkers and cohesive words. 

 

For good article writing, it is important to read/ speak, listen to radio shows, panel discussions, explore latest 

live data, newspaper and do consistent sharing of day to day experiences. 

 

EXAMPLE:  

DECLINING RATIO OF GIRL CHILD 

 

It is a great irony that in a country where women are worshipped for power and energy, they are facing a kind 

of extinction, thereby bringing down the ratio. The birth of a son is a cause for great rejoicing with 

drumming, singing and public proclamations but that of a girl is an occasion for disappointment or at the best 

indifference. 

 

The main cause of declining ratio of girl child is the fact that the large number of mal-nutrition and disease 

which are either not treated or treated inadequately. The girls are killed even before their birth. The practice 

of pre-birth sex selection has spread rapidly through all castes and groups. 

 

Region, Religion and caste exercise an influence over the mortality rates. The lower the status of women in a 

particular section of the population-the higher the number of female deaths. 

 

Child marriages, early pregnancy, malnutrition during pregnancy, lack of medical treatment, physical torture, 

rapes and unequal status in the society make them the child of lesser Gods. 

 

It is really a cruel joke that the mother of humanity is no one's child, the maker of the home, does not have a 

home. The 'Creator' is destroyed mercilessly in the hands of her own near and dear ones. Even the womb of 

her mother is not a safe home for her as she is cruelly terminated by her saviors i.e., parents and medical 

practitioners. 

by Reshma (XII-Hum) 

  

EXAMPLE:  

DEGENERATION OF MORAL ETHICS IN TODAY'S SOCIETY 

 

What a piece of work is Man! 

How noble in reason! 

How infinite in faculties! 

Inform and moving, how expressive and admirable! 

In action, how like an angel! 

In apprehension, how like a God 

The beauty of the world! 

The paragon of animals. 
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Shakespeare's evocation of the infinite faculties of man, represents full faith of his age in man's ability to 

scale the height of thought, love and beauty. It is an obvious fact that the essence of all human relationship is 

basically founded upon the presence or absence of values. 

 

It is unfortunate that in today's world there is a gradual erosion of the values among people. It is depressing 

to see the newspaper early in the morning to witness various murders and rape cases. People are just 

fulfilling their desires and needs. They forget their values and duties towards society and country. If they see 

an accident nobody wants to touch the injured person. Modern generation Children learn to smoke believing 

that it is just another habit like existing. They learn to drink convincing themselves that it is good for their 

health. They learn to cheat, thinking that they can bring about great performance at the end. They believe that 

there is nothing wrong in filling a divorce and pushing children in orphanages and old parents to old age 

homes. 

 

The need of the hour is to inculcate moral values among our students. Our elderly people who live a life of 

simplicity and contentment with a generous, kind and compassionate mind can inculcate good values by 

regularly taking them to place of meditation where these children can learn to remain focused and goal 

oriented. Spending quality time with growing children, constant adult supervision can do wonders in 

changing the mindset of children. 

 

So it is in the hands of individual to focus upon a real change in order to live better, to lead a happy, peaceful 

and contended life just like our ancestors did and we can make the world a better place to live, in so that 

posterity can echo Shakespeare's words. 

 

How any godly creatures are there? 

How beauteous mankind is! 

O brave new world 

That hath such people in it. 

by Huma Khan (XII-Sci.) 

  

EXAMPLE:   
You believe that all living being have equal right to live on this Earth freely; and man has no right to enslave 

the animals. You feel strongly when you see people being cruel to animals. Write an article on 'Cruelty to 

Animals' in about 150-200 words. You are Rajesh / Rajeshwari. 

 

 Value Points 

 Introduction 

 Why man tames / pets animals 

 Animals being used for scientific experiments 

 Birds and animals - put in cages and chained 

 How stray animals suffer 

 How to be kind to animals 

 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 
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-Report by Rajesh 

All animals or other living being, have equal right to live freely on this earth. They live in their natural 

habitat without hurting or harming the fellow dwellers. Animals are harmless creatures as created by god. 

They believe in harmony and peace; but man out of his selfishness, greed and wits, has been plundering their 

natural habitat, killing them for pleasure, for food and for monetary advantages. He tames them for serving 

his needs. He pets them to plough his farms, getting milk and getting meat for food. 

 

Animals are being used in order to carry out scientific experiments on them in the field of medical research. 

These innocent animals go through such torture, cruelty and pain which they cannot even express. 

 

They are kept in zoos, in insufficient space or in small enclosures, and these animals go round and round in 

the cage to show their impulsive and restless state. Is it not the cruelty? 

 

In the same manners, birds and some animals are put in cages or kept in chains in order to sell them as pets. 

Birds or animals feel happy and contended when they are free in their natural habitat rather than being in 

golden cages or silver chains. 

 

Stray animals like cows and dogs can be seen on the heaps of dumped garbage, under polythene bags. All 

this chokes their intestine and causes their death. Is not cruelty to animals? 

 

Animals, too, have strong emotions, and feelings; they, too, feel pain of any sort. We should be sensitive to 

their emotions. Parents should teach their children how to be kind to animals. Even in schools, the authorities 

should introduce the lessons based on our kind behaviour towards animals in order to sensitize the students 

about them. 

 

We all should pledge not be cruel to the animals. Animal Protection Law should be enforced and the people 

who are responsible for cruelty to animals, should be punished under the law. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
Make in India’ an initiative by government of India. It intends to create employment for the youth of India 

and help brings best practices to Indian business. Write an article in about 150-200 words for a business 

magazine on its impact to create employment for the youth of India. You are Neha 

 

 

MAKE IN INDIA 

–  By Neha 

 

Make in India is the name of the initiative by government of India to give more incentive to business (both in 

India and abroad) to manufacture goods (e.g.: automobiles) in Indian shores. To lure businesses to set shop in 

India, government of India plans to cut excessive formality and routine which involves setting a business in 

India. 

 

Make in India intends to create employment for the youth of India and help bring best practices to Indian 

business. The initiative also aims at high quality standards and minimizing the impact on the environment. 

The initiative hopes to attract capital and technological investment in India. 

 

Already we observe that India’s rank in ease-in-doing business has improved. Further, manufacturing sector 

has seen an upswing with key sectors such as defense seeing huge participation from foreign investors. 
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'Make in India’s success lies in making the small and medium enterprises foster. Thus, 'Make in India' should 

not only focus on big business but also to the neglected small and medium enterprises (SMEs) so that rural 

India can reap the benefit as much as the developed parts of India. Further, domestic business must be 

protected from big multinational chains, so that an equitable growth is ensured at all fronts. 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE:  

  

Now a day, Teenagers are losing track of the real world and are getting immersed in the virtual world of 

internet. Write an article in 150-200 words on Effect of Internet on Teenagers. You are Akshita/ Nirupam of 

Kendriya Vidyalaya, Sector31, Chandigarh 

 

EFFECT OF INTERNET ON TEENAGERS 

–By Akshita 

We live in an era where internet has percolated our very essence of life. So be it the smart phones or laptops, 

one has access to the internet which gives access to all kinds of information that can be used fruitfully as well 

as in a destructive manner. 

 

Out of all the people who use internet for fulfilling their everyday needs, requirements as well as 

entertainment purposes, teenagers are often seen to be the biggest contributors to the use of internet. These 

teenagers often fall prey to cyber bullying, cybercrimes and at the very least, these teenagers lose track of the 

real world and get immersed in this vast ocean of internet. Not do their grades suffer, but they also incur a 

severe dent on their personal and mental well being too. 

 

Awareness programmes should be run at school level while parents must put in concerned efforts to sensitize 

their young children on the perils of internet and its excessive usage. It is prudent to monitor the search 

history of teenagers so that parents may gauge if their kid is using the net for the right purposes or not. 

Emphasis should be given on real life interactions and friendships while keeping internet social networking 

to its minimal best. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
Education doesn't mean only providing degree. Schools play an important role to inculcate moral values in 

students. Using the following verbal inputs write an article in 150-200 words on the topic "Value Education 

in School." You are Meera  /Manoj. 

 

Suggested Value Points 

 Education must be value based. 

 Part of the curriculum in schools education compulsory up to secondary level 

 Value education remains distant dream 

 Young boys and girls going astray-reduced to walking computers. 

 Material prosperity-only aim of life 

 Cable TVs demand pollutes young minds negatively 

 Need for morals education-value based education-build-character and morals. 

 Steps taken in school-Assembly-5 mint. talk regarding importance of moral and values in life. 
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 Special prizes awarded to-most disciplined student, well behaved 

 student, integrity Club, Guest lectures, etc. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
You are Vipin / Vineeta. You have just visited a glass factory which employs children. You have witnessed 

the awful condition of the children there and their place of work. You also recount the child laborers engaged 

in carpet and cracker industry, brick-kilns, road side restaurants and as domestic helps. In spite of strict laws 

you find it appalling that many people in educated society want the practice of child laborers to continue to 

fulfill their selfish motives. Write an article in about 150–200 words advocating a total ban on child labour. 

 

Suggested Value Points 

 

Para I: Introduction:  
 Children below the age of 14 engaged in various types of work in homes, hotels. garages and 

factories. 

 Millions of children work as child laborers and are devoid of school education. 

 

Para II: Cause  

 Poverty is one of the main causes, other causes  

 Parents illiterate, they are paid less wages, educated people, upper & middle class engage child 

laborers for their help. 

 Laws are not so strict etc. 

 

Para III: Effect 

 Working conditions in their place of work is pathetic. 

 It results in their poor health. 

 Become victims of asthma, high blood pressure, poor eyesight, even becomes blind. 

 Work in dingy cells without proper oxygen 

 Fall in bad habits of smoking and drugs. 

Para IV: Suggestions 

 

 Laws should be strictly enforced 

 Serve punishments by law to the employers 

 Joint efforts  

 public awareness through media. 

 

ROAD RAGE 

– By Akarsha 

Our roads are fast becoming a theater of maddening public behaviour with motorists becoming more and 

more intolerant and reckless. In the mad rush it is sad to note that people's blood rushes faster than their 

vehicles resulting in road rage fights. 

 

Road behaviour is the manifestation of stress in our lives. The mad driver’s disease-Road rage is described as 

the outcome of short periods of irrationality, and heat is always an escalating factor. People shed the family 
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and work related stress and anger on their steering wheels. Traffic jams caused by encroachments, 

processions and rallies, poor roads, irritating noise, obnoxious exhaust fumes and sizzling summers only 

make the matters worse. Modern youth is intolerant. Some people have a sense of superiority due to owing 

bigger vehicle. 

 

The wonder of wonders is that people ignore accidents and consequent loss of lives and move on. And as for 

the cops, it is an everyday affair, a routine. Is there a way out? Yes. There always is one, if we pause to 

reflect coolly. All it takes to turn road rage into a driving pleasure is a good knowledge of traffic rules, a 

courteous behaviour to fellow drivers and a smile. 

 

The mad rush is hardly to bother if one sets out early and drives at ease but with caution. Maintain your cool 

don't carry stress while driving check your words and actions, count ten when angry. And when accidents do 

take place as they might, keeping cool and showing presence of mind can save many precious lives. As 

regards damage to vehicles, well the insurance company will gladly take care of that. 

 

So, while on road, one must keep to the left, keep cool and always be on an alert. 

 

TOPIC FOR ARTICLE WRITING 

 

 Suggested Topics for Article Writing 

 Brain Drain 

 Value Education 

 Gender Inequality 

 Cyber World (Boon or Bane) 

 Importance of Sports 

 Print Media or News Channel 

 Advantages Children Learn What they Live with 

 

SPEECH WRITING 

A speech is a formal talk or discourse delivered to an audience to express thought / opinions over a particular 

subject matter. It reflects of thoughts and accuracy of tests in a balanced manner. 

 

The phrases information used should be contemporary, with accurate date, motivational words and phrases. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKS 

 

FORMAT:    1 Mark 

 

CONTENT:    4 Mark 

 

EXPRESSION:   5 Marks 

 

 Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings-2½ MARKS 

 Coherence and relevance of ideas and style- 2½ MARKS 
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 FORMAT 

 

 Greeting/ Salutation/ Addressing the audience 

 Self introduction (Name and Designation) and introduction of the topic 

CONTENT 
 

 Facts about the topic-cause and effects of the issue 

 Data and examples/ real input 

 Conclusion by giving suggestions 

 Thanks giving to the audience – 'Thank you’ 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

  

Part I – Introduction – define the topic 

 

Part II – Analyse the topic in terms of issue and its causes, consequences and effects etc. 

 

Part III –  

 Conclusion – suggestions, remedial measures and steps for improvement. 

 Make value points and develop them into paragraphs maintaining a logical order. 

 Try to make a rough draft first. 

 Mind the word limit. 

Beginning of Speech: 

 

Begin with greeting/ salutation and by addressing the audience 

 

Style 1 

Honorable Principal, teachers and my dear friends, Welcome to all in this healthy and joyous morning. 

I, ...(Name)....... of class XII wish to speak on some very important topic of .............................................. 

Style 2 

Good morning to all, I ............... (name) ............... present my views on ............... Please listen and try 

adopting in your life 

Style 3 

Dear audience, 

Good morning to all. 

Style 4 

Honorable Principal, teachers and all my dear friends, I am .....(Name)......., It is a great honor for me to 

deliver a speech on the topic ............... 

Style 5 

Respected Principal, teachers, and my dear friends, I am .....(Name)............, It's a matter of great privilege for 

me to deliver a speech on the topic ............. . 
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End/ Conclude: 

Therefore in the end, I would like to end my speech by strongly supporting the idea that ............................... . 

 

Thanks Giving 

Thanks all for being so generous to listen to my views so attentively and patiently. 

Thank You. 

EXAMPLE:  

DELHI'S POLLUTION — A MAJOR CONCERN 

Respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends, 

Good morning to all ! 

I am Arushi Sharma of Class XII A. It's a matter of great privilege for me to deliver a speech on the topic 

Delhi's Pollution – A Major Concern. 

 

In May, 20XX World Health Organization declared New Delhi as the most polluted city of the world. Delhi's 

pollution has been a great concern over the years. Environmental problems in Delhi are a big threat to Delhi's 

inhabitants and to the flora and fauna as well. 

 

The city suffers from air pollution, caused by road dust and the gases emitted by vehicles and industries. The 

growth in the number of vehicles in Delhi, is very high and unexpected. More than 1000 new vehicles are 

coming on the roads of Delhi every day. 

 

Another reason for city pollution is its industries. There are over 25 industrial areas in Delhi. Small scale 

industries and heavy industries throw 3000 ton pollutants into the air; out of which 13% of air pollution is 

caused by thermal power plants. Most of the small scale industries do not have waste treatment plants; as a 

result they directly throw their liquid waste into the river Yamuna contaminating its water. These industries 

release toxic elements which cause ground water contamination. Small hospitals and private nursing homes, 

to some extent, are also responsible for Delhi's pollution. They are mushrooming day by day. Small hospitals 

and private nursing homes do to have arrangements to treat hospital waste and it is thrown in the open air 

causing air pollution. 

 

There should be a certain policy for afforestation, atmospheric pollution, biomedical waste, domestic refuse 

and water and sewage treatment. An action plan is needed in order to encourage public participation in 

environmental problems. Odd and Even Number formula can play an important role to curb the pollution 

from the capital city of India. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

EXAMPLE:  

UNDERAGE DRIVING : A ROAD TO DISASTER 

 

Respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all of you. Today I am here to 

present my views on the topic underage driving is a road to disaster. For school students, it is fun and fashion 

to zip on a high-powered motor bike to school. For their status conscious parents, it is a matter of pride. But 

little do they realise that it is a tragedy waiting to happen. A few days ago, two boys were returning from 

their classes with another friend on a two-wheeler. They lost control and rammed into a lamp post nearby. 

The two boys died on the spot, while their friend was battling for life in the Hospital. 
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Minors driving to school, Youngsters from wealthy families often take out their parents' car for a drive. A 

visit to any of the popular urban schools would reveal that almost 90 per cent of the senior students use two-

wheelers to commute to school. Children of this age are restless, impatient and have a shorter attention span. 

Courtesy their hormones, they drive fast, rash and honk wildly. Their reflexes are not as sharp as the reflexes 

of the adults and when required to react fast, they bungle. They are unable to control the speeding vehicle in 

case of emergencies and it leads to is accidents. 

 

Checking of driving license should be done stringently. It's time for parents, students, institutions and traffic 

department to realise that unrestricted under age driving by school students is a road to disaster. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
You are Suresh / Shwati. You are worried about the hike in the prices of essential commodities like LPG, 

pulses, vegetables, etc. Write a speech on this in about 150-200 words for morning assembly suggesting 

certain steps to curb inflation. 

 

Value Points 

 Intro./ I Para Good  Morning  all  of  you.  Todays  I  Suresh  / Shweta, am here to express my 

thoughts. 

 Present world is a difficult world for the common man due to rise in prices of essential commodities. 

 Impossible to make both ends meet 

 The prices of domestic gas, petrol, pulses, vegetables, fruits etc sky rocketing 

Para Causes 

 Drastic changes in economy lead to hike in prices of commodities 

 Increase in the prices of petrol or diesel tends to affect the entire economic structure. 

 Motive of traders to earn more profits leads to black marketing / hoarding 

 Then there is price rise 

 Sometimes less supply, more demand 

 Natural calamities 

 Less monsoon are also the causes 

Para   Suggestions 

 There should be check on price rise by state machinery 

 Ban on hoarding / black marketing 

 Such traders be behind the bars 

 License should be cancelled 

 Cooperative stores be opened 

 Fair price shops required 

 Strict supervision and monitoring be done by authorities concerned 

 Government should boost the market of its own agricultural produce. 

Questions for Practice 
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(i) You are Sukumar/ Subhashini, Head Boy/ Girl of your school. You spotted some students looking 

very tired and lazy with swollen eyes. When inquired, they revealed that they are in habit of being active in 

surfing and chatting on social websites till late night. As a result they are unable to concentrate on studies in 

school and at home as well. You feel worried about their plight and passive behaviour. You decide to deliver 

a speech in the morning assembly to make students aware about this issue. Write a speech in 150-200 words 

on “Impact of Excess Access of Social Websites”. 

 

(ii) You are Ravi Kishan/ Radhika, Head Boy/ Girl of your school. You feel concerned about increasing 

complaints of bullying in the school. You decided to deliver a speech on this issue in the morning assembly. 

Write a speech in 150-200 words on “Bullying Should Be Stopped”. 

 

(iii) Drains nearby your school are choked due to plastic/ polythene bags making water stagnant. As a 

result mosquitoes are breeding there. As an alert citizen you decided to make new generation aware about 

this issue. Write a speech in 150-200 words on “Hazardous Consequences of Using Plastic/Polythene Bags”. 

  

 

DEBATE 

A debate is the formal discussion or argument on a particular matter delivered in favor of or against a subject 

in a disciplined strong, convincing and refuting manner. 

 

Nature of the debate is argumentative. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKS 
 

FORMAT:   1 Mark 

 

CONTENT:   4 Marks 

 

EXPRESSION:  5 Marks 

 Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings 2½ MARKS 

 Coherence and relevance of ideas and style   2½ MARKS 

FORMAT 

 

 Introduction 

 Greeting/ Salutation/ Addressing the audience 

 Introduction of the topic–For or Against 

CONTENT 

• Facts about the topic – cause and effects of the issue 

• Data and examples/ real input 

• Contradiction to opponent's views- to oppose the opponent's statement 

• Conclusion by giving own views 

 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE 

 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 
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 Introduction – define the topic 

 Analyse the issue/topic/subject in terms of issue and its causes, consequences and effects etc. in a 

logical manner 

 Speak in favor or against the motion 

 Support you argument with strong statements 

 Give some facts in support of your view 

 Use powerful expression like 

 I'd like to argue........................... 

 At this point I differ from my worthy opponents ..................... 

 May I ask a very genuine question from my opponent why/how ............ 

 I totally disagree with my opponent  .................................... 

Conclusion – suggestions, remedial measures and steps for improvement. 

 Make value points and develop them into paragraphs maintaining a logical order. 

 Try to make a rough draft first. 

 Mind the word limit. 

 Adopt argumentative style while writing a debate. 

 Clear agreement or disagreement to be expressed 

 Word limit 150-200 words 

 Begin with greeting/ salutation and by addressing the audience like.... 

 Dear audience, Welcome to all in this healthy and joyous morning, 

 

Style 1: 

 

Respected judges, Principal, teachers and friends, I am going to present my views for / against the motion 

........................ 

 

Style 2: 

 

Respected Chair person, members of jury, worthy opponents. I’m, ...(Name) ............. of class XII is going to 

speak against/for the motion on the topic ................................................................................................... 

 

Style 3: 

 

Honorable judges and my dear friends, today I stand before you to express my views in favor or against the 

motion ...................... 

 

Ending a debate: 

 

Therefore in the end, I would like to end my debate by strongly supporting/ opposing the idea of ....................  

Thank you 
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EXAMPLE:  
You are Ashish / Amita of D.A.V. Public School, Raipur. You have observed that tuition centers are 

mushrooming at a high rate these days. They charge very high fee and assure the students of better marks and 

seats in professional colleges. Almost all the students of Secondary / Sr. Secondary join tuition centers or 

coaching centers. Write a debate in around 150-200 words either in favor of or against the topic are "Tuition 

or Coaching Centers a Necessity for Students"? 

 

Value Points 

 

Favor:  Tuition or Coaching Centers are a Necessity for Students. 

 

I Para:  

Begin with honorable judges and my dear friends. I stand before you to express my views for / against the 

motion Tuition or Coaching Centers are a necessity for students? 

 

For / Favor 

 

Coaching Centers/ Tuition Centers a necessary evil. age of tough competition getting admission in 

prestigious college a status symbol more number of students but less no of seats parents not updated with the 

changing trends don't have time mostly working parents, not expert in all subjects all coaching centers take 

this benefit employ subject expert / expert faculty members easily approachable. give additional practice-

examination tips. more over result oriented teaching. Though these centers charge high fees, keep timing of 

their own choice, have large group to teach, students bunk their school yet these desperately required by the 

students for their careers.  

Thanks 

  

Debate:  
Against the motion of topic Tuition / Coaching Centre a Necessity for Students. Disagree that these centers 

are a necessity for students. Though these days, trends towards these centers Students find it a status symbol 

to attach with prestigious coaching centers. Parents pay high fees-become over burdened-always in pressure. 

Students have no time to relax, recreate themselves run to and fro from tuition no time to revise the course 

content become sandwich between school and coaching centers sometime get result below their expectation 

become depressed commit suicide develop inferiority complex if parents are incapable of paying fees of 

these centers. According to me ban on these centers. Schools should hold extra-classes - provide coaching to 

prepare for competitive exams. 

  

No extra fee for that as public / private schools already charge heavy fees. 

 

In government schools administrative department should appoint subject experts to prepare students for 

competitive tests - coaching should be given after the school is over. 

 

Students will be happy, relaxed more time to study and prepare for exams - bunking of school-parents less 

burdened. 

 

ARE OLD AGE HOMES NECESSARY? 

 

Favor 
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Honorable jury members, teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all of you. Today I am here 

to present my view in favor of the motion 'Are Old Age Homes Necessary'? 

 

In today's world Old age homes are necessary especially in India. Parents educate their children and then 

they travel to different places and countries which may not suit their parents. Hence, if someone looks after 

their needs, it is well and good. Parents are good, they want to allow them to go for good positions around 

the world. Parents can't go with them as the climate may not be suitable for them to live in good conditions; 

they are ready to pay any amount for their welfare. 

 

Old age homes supply a number of needs to old people. First among these is security, both financially, 

physically and medically, though not necessarily in that order. 

 

In today's world people are very busy due to various reasons the main one being money-making or work. 

There are some people who only care about money and think their parent as a burden. Some people are 

forced to be involved in money making for their living. Even if they wish to, it's difficult to look after their 

parents. In both cases the children abandon them in such a situation the old age homes play an important role. 

If elders are kept here they will have regular medical check-ups and a time of their own. People can play, 

interact and relax at the same time. Not necessary you just leave them there and don't even bother to visit 

them. Children often have the facilities to visit their parent or grandparents or any relative in the old age 

homes. I feel we need old age homes to give some people shelter and to others the time of their lives. 

 

Thank you 

 

Against 

 

Honorable jury members, teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all you. Today I am here to 

present my views against the motion 'Are Old Age Homes Necessary'? We must care for parents who cared 

for us. They have spent their whole life time for us and it’s our responsibility to care for them in turn. We are 

now busy in work and at high position because of them. If they hadn't spent money or us we couldn't have 

this life now. If we care for our parents now then only our children will care for us. 

  

They cared for us so we should take care of them. They are the ones who will never leave us. I am really 

against the idea of leaving our parents in old age home. As now they have grown up and have brought us to 

this stage. Now it's our time to take care of them. Most of the persons leave their parents as they are illiterate 

or they think that they will not be able to move ahead in life. I request not to send your parents in old age 

homes. No matter if they get proper attention and medical treatment, they will not get the same mental peace 

and emotional satisfaction they get in their houses. They will find it harder to adapt to a new lifestyle, new 

homes, as most old people have never even bothered to leave their own house premises. 

 

Thank you 

 

MOBILE PHONE A BOON OR A BANE? 

Against 

 

Honorable Principal, Teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning to all of you. Today I am here to 

present my views against the motion mobile phones a boon or a bane? In the olden days, people used to visit 

friends and relatives often. But look at our generation. How often we get to see our relatives. We just make a 

phone call to talk to them instead of visiting. We call our grandparents through phones to check if they are 

doing well. We wish them Happy Diwali and Happy New Year by sending a text message. We are living in a 
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fast moving world where social life is centered around the mobile phones. Mobile phones are No. 1 culprit in 

damaging our social and family life. What more, I have seen people talking through phone to the family 

members in the next room instead of just getting up from the chair and walking over there. 

 

Leave aside the social life. Think about the health problems because of excessive use of mobile phones. It is 

a scientific fact that cell phones emit radio frequency energy, a form of radiation, which can be absorbed by 

tissues in your body. The nervous system of children is still developing and is more vulnerable to factor that 

may cause cancer. Considering the fact that over 7 billion people use cell phones worldwide, I can't even 

imagine how many of them are waiting for the deadly disease called "Cancer" with this note i would like to 

end thank you very much ! 

 

Favor 

 

Respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends, a very good morning to all of you. Today I am here to 

present my views in favor of the motion mobiles phones a boon or a bane? How much time and energy was 

wasted travelling around just to ask something or tell something to another person. Cell phones is a real 

blessing which allows us to save a lot of time and help us spend that time for other productive purpose or just 

relax with family. Some of my friends mentioned some health issues regarding the radiation from mobile 

phones. I agree that cell phones emit minute amount of radiation but it is too small to cause any health issues. 

Vehicles cause accidents, right? But do you stop using vehicles? If you see a car accident on the road, will 

you say "I will no longer ride a car"? Rather, we all take safety precautions while using cars and buses. So 

are the mobile phones. Use them appropriately and you will be safe. You can use Bluetooth and wireless 

earphones to completely avoid any radiation from mobile phones. 

 

Someone here said mobile phones damage our social and family life. I completely disagree. How many times 

you can visit relatives who live in another town? May be, 2 or 3 times a year. That's what our previous 

generation used to do. Between these visits, they would never know what is going on there. Imagine how 

lucky we are! All our friends and relatives are just a phone call away. My mummy makes sure we speak to 

our close family relatives every week and other relatives and friends once in few weeks. Also, if we come to 

know that any of our relatives are sick, my mother would immediately call them over the phone and check 

their health and also offer help. Sometimes we can suggest good doctors and hospitals. Only cell phones 

made all this possible. 

 

Thank You. 

 

Questions for Practice 

 

i) "Technology Makes us More Alone". Write a debate in 150-200 words either for or against the 

motion. 

 

ii) "Teachers Assign too Much Home Assignments". Write a debate in 150-200 words either for or 

against the motion. 

 

iii) "Violent Video Games make the Children more Violent in Real Life". Write a debate in 150-200 

words either for or against the motion. 

 

iv) "Students should be allowed to take Mobile Phones to School". Write a debate in 150-200 words 

either for or against the motion. 
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v) "Peer Pressure is Harmful for Teenagers". Write a debate in 150-200 words either for or against 

the motion. 

  

REPORT 

 

Distribution of Marks: 

 

Format:  1 mark 

 

Content:  4 marks 

 

Expression:  5 marks (2½ + 2½) 

 

A report is a written account of an incident heard, seen, done or experienced and meant to be published, 

about an event that has taken place in the part. A good report must have a good introduction, complete 

reporting and proper conclusion 

 

Types of Report 

  

 Newspaper Report 

 School Magazine Report 

Points to Remember: 

 

 Use simple past tense for magazine and mixture of tenses for newspaper 

 Use active / passive voice in reported speech 

 Divide the report into three parts 

 

 Part I : Introduction – Mention– what, date, time, place 

 Part II: Body – detail of the incident, causes, consequences, effects, guests, steps, activities, and 

people involved, relevant details. 

 Part III: Conclusion – reactions / statements of people / promises by authorities / steps taken. 

 

Report in third person/ School Magazine Report 

 

Format: 

 Heading 

 Name of the writer 

 

Newspaper Report 

 

Format: 

 Heading 

 Name of the reporter 

 Date and Place 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE REPORT 
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EXAMPLE:  
You are Shruti / Suhail, Head of the History Club of ASN Public School, Janak Puri, Chandigarh. Your 

school organised Heritage Awareness Programme in your school to create awareness regarding our 

monuments. Write a report on this programme in about 125–150 words 

 

HERITAGE AWARENESS PROGRAMME    

–by Shruti / Suhail 

 

Heritage Awareness Programme was organised by the History Club of ASN Public School, Janak Puri, 

Chandigarh on 09 August 2018 from 10 am to 2 pm in the School Auditorium. The school was well 

decorated with posters of various historically important monuments. 

 

Mr. Deen Dayal, Dean of History Department of PU was the Chief Guest. Around 2000 students and parents 

attended the programme. 

 

The programme began by lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the Chief Guest. After that a skit was presented 

by the students of Class XI showing the importance of our heritage and monuments. The history club 

presented an engrossing documentary giving a brief detail of 100 monuments from different parts of India. 

 

In the end, the Chief Guest gave a very motivating speech about the role of Youth in preserving our national 

heritage. The Principal presented Vote of Thanks after which light refreshment was served. 

 

 

 

Questions for Practice 

 

i)    You are Neha / Narayan, a consultant in Sai School of Management. You organised a seminar on Right 

to Education Act for Teachers and students in which educationist were invited to talk on the topic, its 

problem and implications. Write a report in about 125–150 words for the school magazine. 

 

ii)   You are Preet / Prem, head of Health Club of KV, Shalimar Bagh, New Delhi. Your club organised a talk 

to make students aware about alarming use of chemicals in vegetable and fruits. Experts from medical field 

and consumer forum were invited to answer the queries of the audience. Write a report in about 125 words 

for your school magazine. 

  

NEWS PAPER REPORT 

 

Example:  
You are Sanjay / Sanjana, a reporter with. The Hindustan Times. You witnessed a fire accident in a crowded 

market in Delhi. Write a report to be published in the newspaper. Invent necessary details. 

 

Fire Engulfed Central Market 

–Sanjay / Sanjana, Staff Reporter 

10 September, 20XX, New Delhi 

Over a hundred persons were trapped for two hours when a devastating fire broke out yesterday in the 

Central Market Lajpat Nagar between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Though no casualties were reported officially, fifty 

people were injured. 
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The fire broke out around 4.50 p.m. due to a short circuit in the main line and spread quickly. There was 

panic and stampede as people rushed out of the overcrowded market place. Fire brigade and police arrived at 

the venue within half an hour. About a dozen firemen battled for two hours to bring the fire under control. 

The loss incurred is estimated to be about five crore rupees. 

 

The injured persons were rushed to a nearby hospital. Many people sustained minor burns. The Governor has 

announced an enquiry into the mishap. The police is investigating the matter. 

 

Questions for Practice 

 

MOCK DRILL 

-:Report by Karuna 

26 May 20XX 

 

A Mock Drill was conducted on 25 August, 20XX at 11 am in our school. This time mock drill was 

conducted to mark the 1st anniversary of Nepal Earthquake of 2015. For mock drill of an imaginary 

earthquake as soon as the alarm hooter rang out loud and clear, books were abandoned and bags shoved aside 

as students dived under their desks for cover. Teachers and non-teaching staff too were involved in the act, as 

they stood huddled in a corner or under the desks waiting for the imagined worst to pass. After a few seconds 

the students were immediately escorted by their subject teachers to the assembly point. During the drill 

students followed the exit routes designated for them and assembled at assembly point in proper rows 

earmarked class wise. Proper head count of all the students was taken. Rescue team was in action to rescue 

left out students or any other staff members. Special care was taken for disabled students. Keeping all the 

safety measures in mind and carrying them out methodically, the entire building was successfully evacuated 

within a span of 2 minutes. 

 

Once all had evacuated the building and had assembled in the ground, the students were advised not to panic 

in case of any disaster. They were instructed to be with teachers at the time of disaster and follow the 

instructions given by them. 

 

EXAMPLE:  
Write a report on Cleanliness Drive recently held in your school. 

 

REPORT ON CLEANLINESS DRIVE 

–By Sneha, Head Girl 

Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya, Majlis Park, undertook a cleanliness drive during the month of October 20XX 

in accordance with Clean India Campaign. The school chalked out a monthly plan to organize numerous 

activities such as skits, debates, speeches, poster making etc. A special drive was carried out on 02 October 

20XX to reveberate to the mission of campaigning. The students took a pledge to clean their school, homes, 

public places and surroundings. During the morning assembly a play on "Clean India' was enacted to 

highlight the importance of hygiene, sanitation and cleanliness. The school Principal along with staff and 

students actively involved in the cleanliness drive. They enthusiastically took up broom and cleaned up every 

nook and corner of classrooms, corridors school ground and nearby area. The whole drive was quite inspiring 

and motivating for the students. The students realized that any work is best done by the person himself. It 

made the students aware of the dignity of labour. 

 

Question : A local tour is organised in your school recently. Write a report in 120–150 words based upon 

your experience, for the school magazine of your school. You are Namit / Namita of Class XI A. 

  



89 | P a g e  
 

 

LOCAL TOUR  
– By Namit / Namita (XI A) 

On 9th of October this year, a local tour was organised for all the students of school. The students were 

informed well in advance. They reached the school in time and boarded the assigned buses at sharp 8.30 a.m. 

escorted by their respective class teachers. 

 

A sumptuous refreshment like light snacks, and frooti etc. was relished by the students, while traveling. They 

disposed off the wrappers in dustbin, kept in buses. All the students were very happy and sung sang while 

making merry. 

 

The students were very happy when they reached the first spot i.e., Gandhi Smriti Bhawan. They noted the 

important information in the notebooks that they were carrying. 

 

The next destination was Humayun's Tomb. The students and the teachers had their lunch in the outer lawns. 

When they entered the premises, they were taken aback by its sheer beauty. It was a magnificent monument 

with well manicured lawns. There were fountains amidst numerous small square ponds. It was an extremely 

beautiful view. 

 

The students were then asked by the teachers to form queues again to move to the next spot - that was Rail 

Bhawan. They had glimpse of journey of railways in India Since 1953. It was fascinating. The bus reached 

the school at 5.00 p.m. The students were a bit tired but happy. They bade good bye to the teachers and 

moved to their respective homes. 

 

Question:  

Write a report on the topic Career Mela' in 150-200 words for your school magazine. The inputs are provided 

to facilitate you. You are Manohar Singh / Manjeet Kaur. 

 

 students asked to submit charts pertaining to various career choices... 

 under senior and junior categories... 

 class XII and X students were informed well in advance... 

 charts displayed in multipurpose hall... 

 principal presided the career mela.... 

 students were invited to have a round of exhibition... 

 they were told to bring along note books and pen... 

 two resource persons were invited... 

 talks were held about career prospects available in India and abroad after completing school... 

 it was appreciated by all  

 

Suggested Topics for Practice 

 

 Annual Day & Prize Distribution 

 Sports Day 
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 Van Mahotsav 

 Literacy Week 

 Fancy Dress Competition / Debate Competition 

 You are Akshay / Akshita, a press reporter with Indian Express. Recently a few trains were 

cancelled due to fog in winter. Passengers were stranded at the New Delhi Railway Station. 

Write a report in about 125–150 words highlighting the problems faced by the passengers. 

 

 Incessant rains have caused irrecoverable damage in your area. A flood relief programme was 

organised where various flood relief measures were carried out. As a newspaper reporter, 

write a report in about 125–150 words about the programme. 
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POEM 

 

POETIC DEVICES 

 

Poetic devices are: 

 

 techniques that writers use to create a special and pointed effect in their writing, to convey information, 

concept and idea or to help readers understand on a deeper level 

 used in writing for emphasis or clarity 

 used to connect readers more strongly with a story as a whole or specific characters / themes 

 

Poetic devices used in the poems are: 

 

(Note: Words/ phrases in a poem, sometimes may reflect more than one poetic device so there might be an overlap of 

poetic devices in the same phrase) 

 

1. SIMILE- is a comparison between two distinctly different things and is indicated by the use of the word 

             ―LIKE‖ or ―AS‖. 

 

Example- ‗as a late winter‘s moon‘ (poem-My Mother at Sixty —Six) 

 

2. METAPHOR- is a figure of speech in which a term is applied to something to which it is not literally 

             applicable in order to suggest a resemblance. 

 

Example- ‗gusty waves‘ (poem - An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum) 

 

3. REPETITION- is repetition of single words or phrases, lines and sometimes, even whole stanzas at intervals 

             to create musical effect; emphasize a point; draw reader‘s attention or lend unity to a piece. 

 

Example- ‗Far far‘ (poem — An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum) 

 

4. ALLITERATION- is the use of the same letter or sound at the beginning of words that are close together. 

 

Example-‗Greedy good doers‘ (A Roadside Stand) 

 

5. HYPERBOLE- is an obvious and intentional exaggeration, such as ―I read a million books this summer. This 

             literary device is often used for dramatic or comedic effect. 

 

6. PERSONIFICATION -is the attribution of personal nature or human characteristics to something non-human, 

or the representation of an abstract quality in human form. Personification is used to help the reader create a 

clearer mental picture of the scene or object being described. 

 

Example- ‗pathetically pled‘ (poem- ‗A Roadside Stand) 

  

7. OXYMORON- is a combination of two words that, together, express a contradictory /opposite meaning. This 

 device is often used for emphasis, for humor or to create pressure/sarcasm. 

 

Example- beneficent beasts of prey (Poem- A Roadside Stand) 

 

8. TRANSFERRED EPITHET-a figure if speech wherein an adverb or adjective is transferred from a noun to 

 which it belongs, to a noun with which it fits only grammatically, but not logically or practically. 
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Example- ‗selfish cars‘ (poem- A Roadside Stand) 

 

9. IMAGERY- is when an author describes a scene, thing, or idea so that it appeals to our senses (taste, smell, 

sight, touch, or hearing). This device is often used to help the reader clearly visualize the context and content 

by creating a strong mental picture. 

 

Example- ‗children spilling‘ (poem-My Mother at Sixty six) 

 

10. SYMBOLISM-Symbolism refers to the use of an object, figure, event, situation, or other idea in a written 

work to represent something else—typically a broader message or deeper meaning that differs from its literal 

meaning. The things used for symbolism are called "symbols," and they‘1l often appear multiple times 

throughout a text, sometimes changing in meaning as the plot progresses. 

 

Example- ‗wedding band‘ (poem- Aunt Jennifer‘s Tigers) 

 

AUNT JENNIFER'S TIGERS 

By Adrienne Rich 

 

Adrienne Rich is widely known for her involvement in contemporary women‘s movement as a poet and theorist. She 

focuses on feminist poems expressing her anger. Her poetry changed a lot of people‘s, especially women‘s views 

towards the way they lived their lives and their role in society. The poem ‘AUNT JENNIFER’S TIGERS’ brings 

forth the message that women need to live for themselves and not be dependent on men. Also it addresses the 

constraints of married life experienced by a woman in a male dominated world. 

 

Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers (Poem)  

Summary: 

The poet expresses the inner feelings of a woman – Aunt Jennifer. The aunt is embroidering a motif 

comprising of energetic, fearless tigers moving freely around the bright greenery. She is living a life of 

submissiveness to her husband‘s command. Her acts are dominated by him and she fears him constantly. 

This pattern of the free and fearless tigers reflects her inner desire to live a free and fearless life. The tigers 

are graceful, elegant and bright. 

 

Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers tremble as she embroiders. She is old but still fears her husband. She does not enjoy 

the freedom to do anything as per her wish. She is scared doing the embroidery too and fears his wrath. Since 

the day she got married, she has been fulfilling the demands of her husband. The wedding ring on her hand is 

a constant reminder that she belongs to her husband. The burden of the demanding marriage has exhausted 

her. The torment will not end until her death. 

 

Even after her death, the ring will remain on her hand and she will never be free. On the other hand, the 

tigers that she is embroidering will continue to move around freely forever. Her desire of freedom and 

fearlessness will live on through her tigers. 

 
Points to Remember 

  

 Aunt Jennifer's tigers symbolize spirit of freedom which she herself is bereft of. 

 The tigers are the dwellers of the green forest, are fearless and ferocious. This is in stark contrast to the 

suppressed womanhood in aunt's personality. 

 Uncle made her life very burdensome; the expression 'massive weight of uncle's wedding band' symbolizes 

male dominance. 
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 'Ringed' refers to the confines, constraints and the demands of marriage that bind a woman, within the vicious 

grip of her unhappy married life. 

 Even after her death she would feel terrified by the trauma which she faced due to her dominating husband 

/male dominated society. 

 Aunt Jennifer's tigers will survive even after her death. The tigers she knitted on the panel will remain fearless, 

brave and majestic. 

 The aunt herself will remain alive through her art form i.e. her poems. 

 

 POETIC DEVICES 

 

Alliteration-‘fingers fluttering‘, prancing proud‘, 

Imagery- ‗bright topaz denizens‘ 

Symbolism-‗Tigers‘-freedom of spirit 

 

‗Aunt Jennifer‘-women suppressed in a patriarchal society ‗wedding band‘ oppression in marriage ‗uncle‘-male 

chauvinism 

 

Explanation 

STANZA-1 

 

Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers prance across a screen, 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

 

EXPLANATION 

 The poet is talking about a lady whom she addresses as aunt, Jennifer. 

 She is embroidering a piece of cloth. It could be a table cloth or a wall hanging. 

 The pattern shows tigers who are moving and jumping around all over the fabric. 

 They are bright yellow in colour like the colour of the topaz stone (use of metaphor). 

 The dense green forest background is their home. 

 They are the proud and fearless citizens of the forest. 

 Here is a contrast between Aunt Jennifer and her tigers. The tigers are fearless but this lady, who is 

embroidering them is not so. 

 The tigers look elegant, shining and full of the gentleman‘s grace. 

 

Central idea:  

The poet is describing a lady whom she addresses as Aunt Jennifer. She says that Aunt Jennifer is doing 

embroidery on a piece of cloth which could be a table cloth or a wall hanging. She has designed it with 
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beautiful tigers which are running fearlessly in the green forest. She has described their beauty by comparing 

them with a precious yellow stone known as topaz. She says that they appear bright yellow in the green 

backdrop of the forest. They are fearless and they are not affected by the presence of men. Here we can sense 

the contrast of behavior between the tigers and aunt, though the tigers designed by her are fearless but she 

herself is afraid of her husband. Further, the poet says that the tigers are proud and fearless citizens of the 

forests. They are very shiny and elegant. 

 

Literary Devices used in the Poem 

Rhyme scheme:  aabb 

Anaphora: use of same word in two consecutive lines (they do not … and they pace in…) 

Metaphor: Use of topaz to describe the yellow color of tigers (Bright topaz) 

STANZA-2  
 

Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers fluttering through her wool 

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer‘s hand. 

EXPLANATION 

 The lady‘s fingers are trembling with the fear of her husband. 

 She is pursuing her hobby in her free time but probably, she is still afraid of her husband who could 

scold her. 

 Her fingers are so tired of working endlessly all her life 

 The needle is also heavy for her to pull out of the cloth. 

 The words ‗uncle‘s wedding band‘ as the band was bought by her husband, it is his till today. 

 The lady is dependent on her husband. 

 She is still burdened by the weight of the ring. ‗weight‘ means the encirclement or trapping that has 

fallen upon her by getting married to him, she has been burdened by the obligations of married life, 

has become the man‘s property. 

 She has been living a demanding life due to which she has worn out in her old age. 

Central idea:  

 

Here the poet describes the fear of Aunt Jennifer towards her husband. She says that while she is doing 

embroidery, her fingers are quivering (shaking) with fear of her husband.  Her husband doesn‘t approve of 

her hobby of embroidery. Therefore, she trembles while she is embroidering the piece of cloth. It has become 

difficult for her to pull her needle up and down. Then she describes the wedding ring which was given by 

uncle to Aunt Jennifer on their wedding day. She says that it is a kind of burden for her to wear this ring. She 

has been tortured by her husband so much that the wedding ring which could have been a beautiful gift for 

her seems like a burden to her. She has faced so many difficulties in her married life that the little ring is 

described as a heavy band on her trembling fingers. This means that the ring is associated with some bad 

experiences in the form of torture she has faced because of her husband‘s dominating behaviour. 
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Literary device: 

 

Rhyme scheme:  aabb 

Alliteration:  ‗f‘ sound is repeated in finger fluttering 

 

STANZA-3 

 

When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

EXPLANATION 

 Her wish to live a free, fearless life is indicated by her choice of design – tigers. 

 It shows her innermost desire of being strong, fearless which has been overpowered by her husband. 

 Probably, her ordeal will end upon her death. 

 Her frightened, shaking fingers will be put to rest. 

 But still, even after death, the ring shall remain on her hand, i.e. her husband‘s rule over her is not yet 

over! 

 After her death, her desire of freedom and fearlessness shall remain alive in these tigers which she has 

embroidered. 

Central idea:  

 

The poet says that one can easily sense aunt‘s desire for freedom and fearlessness through her design of 

tigers. Further she says that it is not possible for aunt to achieve this freedom during her lifetime. She will 

attain it only after her death but here also the irony of her life is that still, she will be tied up with shackles in 

the form of her husband‘s wedding ring. The ring was the sole proof of the tortures which she had faced from 

her husband. On the other hand, there are the tigers designed by Aunt Jennifer which will always depict her 

desire of living a fearless life by jumping proudly and bravely on the piece of cloth. 

 

Literary devices 

 

Rhyme scheme:  aabb 

Alliteration:   ‗p‘ is repeated in prancing proud 

New words 

Prance : walk or move around with high springy steps. 

Topaz : a bright yellow colored stone. 

Denizens : here, an animal that lives or is found in a particular place. 

Sleek : elegant. 

Chivalric : being courteous esp. to women, an act of a gentleman. 
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Ordeals: extremely severe tests or experiences. 

Prancing : to move around proudly. 

Fluttering : to move in quick, irregular motions as if being agitated. 

 

Question: 

1. How do ‗denizens‘ and ‗chivalric‘ add to our understanding of the tiger‘s attitudes? 

 

Ans. The word ‗denizens‘ means that they are proud of their home, they feel safe there and have a feeling 

of belonging attached to it. 

The word ‗chivalric‘ shows that they have a majestic and worthy position like knights. 

 

2. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer‘s hands are ‗fluttering through her wool‘ in the second stanza? Why 

is she finding the needle so hard to pull? 

3.  

Ans. Her hands are fluttering probably because she is scared of her husband who could come anytime and 

scold her for sitting idle and wasting her time doing embroidery. She finds the needle so hard to pull 

because her fingers are tired of working endlessly all through her life. 

 

4. What is suggested by the image ‗massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‘? 

5.  

Ans. ‗Massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‘ suggest symbolically, that the bindings and obligations of 

her marriage are so much that they have put a lot of burden and stress on her. 

 

4. Of what or of whom is Aunt Jennifer terrified with in the third stanza? 

 

Ans. She is terrified of her husband. 

 

5.  What are the ‗ordeals‘ Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by, why is it significant that the poet uses the 

word ‗ringed‘? What are the meanings of the word ‗ringed‘ in the poem? 

Ans. The ‗ordeals‘ are 

 Obeying her husband‘s orders. 

 Fear of men. 

 Giving in to his dominance and fulfilling his commands. 

 ‗Ringed‘ indicates entrapment. As the ring encircles the finger, similarly, her husband has encircled 

her in his clutches. Her body and soul are both trapped, struggling for freedom and fearlessness. 

 

6. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer created animals that are so different from her own character? What 

might the poet be suggesting, through this difference? 

Ans. 

 I think that aunt Jennifer‘s intense desire for freedom and fearlessness came out through her 

creativity. 

 This is the time when she is with herself, and then, her innermost feelings are expressed, here her 

medium of expression is the embroidery. 
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 Through this difference, it is shown that the lady is not what she is. Her circumstances have made her 

so but even she has a desire to live life with respect and pride. 

 Interpret the symbols found in this poem. 

 ‗denizens of a world of green‘ means inhabitants of the forest. 

 ‗massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‘ means the burden of marital obligations. 

 ‗Sits heavily upon Aunt‘ means has laid a lot of stress on her. 

 ‗ringed with ordeals‘ means to get entrapped in hardships and sufferings. 

7. Do you sympathize with Aunt Jennifer. What is the attitude of the speaker towards Aunt 

Jennifer? 

Ans. Yes, I sympathize with Aunt Jennifer. The speaker is also sympathetic towards her and hates 

dominating men. 
 

Questions for Practice 

 

1. Aunt Jennifer's tigers prance across a screen. Bright topaz denizens of a world of green They do not fear the 

men beneath the tree; They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

  

Questions: 

 

i. Name the poetic device in the last line. 

Ans.   Alliteration. 

 

ii. What was Aunt Jennifer doing at that moment? 

Ans.   She was embroidering tigers on a piece of woolen cloth. 

 

iii. What do tigers symbolize? 

Ans.   Tigers symbolize fearlessness, bravery and self confidence. 

 

iv.. What are the traits of tigers that are a contrast to the aunt? 

Ans.  The tigers are fearless and 'chivalric' whereas the aunt's own married life has left her weak and timid. 

 

2. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. The tigers in the 

panel that she made will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

 

Questions 

 

a) What is the status of the Aunt in her family? 

b) Why are Aunt's hands said to be terrified? 

c) Explain : 'Still ringed with ordeals'? 

d) What will happen to her tigers after her death? 

 

Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each: 

 

a) Where do the tigers appear? Write two qualities of the tigers as depicted by the poet? 

b) Why is the ivory needle hard to pull? 

c) What is the significance of the wedding ring in Aunt Jennifer's life? 
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d) Do you sympathize with Aunt Jennifer? Why/why not? 

 

(i) Aunt Jennifer's fingers fluttering through her wool find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of uncle's wedding band sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer's hand. 

 

a) Why are Aunt Jennifer's fingers fluttering? 

b) What is the result of fluttering? 

c) Explain: 'The massive weight of Uncle's Wedding band? 

d) What is Aunt Jennifer's state of mind? 

e) What images and symbols has the poet used to express women's domination by men ? 

 

EVANS TRIES AN O-LEVEL 
By Colin Dexter 

 

Points to Remember 

 

 Evans seeks permission to appear on O Level German exam from the jail. 

 He is granted permission as he is a young and amiable person. 

 He is called 'Evans the Break' as he has escaped from the jail thrice. 

 Thorough checking is done before and on the day of the examination. 

 Evans seeks permission to put on his hat which is a lucky charm for him. 

 On the day of examination, his invigilator Reverend Stuart Mcleery arrived on scheduled time. 

 Mcleery was in long black over coat and a shallow crowned clerical hat. 

 Examination was conducted inside his cell under strict care and vigil of Stephens and Jackson. 

 Mcleery was checked thoroughly before entering the cell. 

 Jackson ensured all safety measures so that Evans could not escape. 

 Exam started a bit late at 9.40 am, the assistant secretary informed that there was a correction slip to be kept in 

the package. 

 Stephens peeped through the peep hole at the interval of one minute or so. 

 Evans asked for a blanket. 

 After the paper was over, Stephens dropped Mcleery to the main gate. 

 When he peeped into Evan's cell, he was shocked to see Mcleery bleeding there. 

 Mcleery told him he knew the whereabouts of Evans. 

 Jackson rushed to the spot in Newbury. 

 Evans had impersonated Mcleery. 

 Ultimately, he was spotted at the Golden Lion hotel. 

 The Governor told him that he got his address through the correction slip. 

 He was arrested and taken in a police van from where he was freed by his friend in police uniform. 

 

Summary 
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The story starts with a telephonic conversation between the Governor and the Examination board 

secretary. The prison authorities want to conduct an O-Level exam in German language for a prisoner 

named Evans. The secretary asks about the venue of the exam and also about the invigilator for it. 

The Governor replies that the exam can be conducted in Evans‘s cell and a churchman will be 

appointed as the invigilator for the exam. They both then end their conversation by deciding on how 

and when the exam will be conducted.  

 

A Senior prison officer Jackson visits Evans‘s cell to conduct an inspection so that if any weapon 

may be hidden. They are going through this checking because Evans had successfully escaped from 

prison earlier also, the episode gave him the name of ‗Evans the break‘. The governor was not ready 

to take any risk with this as it could bring a bad name to him. Jackson and Stephens checked the cell 

thoroughly. They had taken away his nail scissors earlier and Jackson ordered Stephens to take away 

his razor blade as soon he had shaved. Jackson ordered Evans to take off his hat but left it because 

Evans requested him not to do so as it was his lucky hat for the exam. All sorts of arrangements were 

made to keep a check on Evans, even a microphone was placed in his cell.  

 

On the day of the exam Mc Leery, the churchman reached the prison and was assisted to the cell by 

Stephens. The Governor was informed that the exam was about to begin and that the cell did not have 

any weapons. The Governor ordered the officer to check the churchman so that Evans may not use 

any belongings of Mc Leery as a weapon. The churchman and his belongings were searched, the 

paper knife was also removed so that Evans might not use it to injure the churchman in order to 

escape. During the search, Jackson found one abnormal thing in the Churchman‘s bag. It was a semi 

filled tube. When asked the reason for keeping it, McLeery said that he had to use it as he suffered 

from piles.  

 

The exam began and everything being spoken in the cell was constantly heard by the Governor. 

Meanwhile, a phone call from the examination board for some corrections in the question paper made 

the Governor suspicious. He cross checked it by dialing the number again which turned out to be 

busy. Then again, there was a phone call from the Magistrate demanding for police officers and a van. 

Such things were suspicious to the Governor but he calmed down as he was sure of his arrangements. 

Stephens stood outside the cell and peeped inside after every minute. It was always the same but later 

on, he noticed that Evans had put a blanket around himself. Though he doubted it at first but then 

stopped thinking much as it was cold inside the cell.  

 

Later on, the exam was conducted and as the Governor ordered on the phone, Stephens accompanied 

Mc Leery to the gate. Everything went as planned and Stephens was happy. To be sure of himself, he 

once again went to the cell for a final look. He was shocked to see Mc Leery lying in a pool of blood. 

Soon the news spread that Evans had injured the invigilator and had escaped from the jail by 

impersonating him. McLeery who was badly injured was taken to the Governor as he had some 

important information. McLeery told the Governor about the photocopy being placed on the question 

paper which shared the escape plan with Evans.  

 

The Governor tried to decode the German language and found out that Evans would reach New Bury 

after his jail break. Soon Superintendent Carter was called and Mc leery was sent with him to catch 

Evans. Both Jackson and Stephens were scolded for being unaware about Evans having a false beard 

and the churchman‘s belongings in his cell. He then ordered both of them to go to St. Aldates Police 

Station and meet Chief inspector Bell. Meanwhile, Carter called him up to inform that they had 

missed Evans while chasing him and that McLeery was sent to Radcliffe hospital. The Governor 

called up the hospital and came to know that they had sent an ambulance to the examination board 
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but the churchman had already disappeared. He understood the whole plan that Mc Leery, who was 

helping them to search Evans was in fact Evans himself. Soon the real Mc Leery was also found by 

the police who was tied up at his house.  

 

On the other hand, Evans had reached hotel Golden Lion and was enjoying his freedom. When he 

reached the hotel room, he found the Governor in his room. He told Evans that he had all of his men 

around so there was no chance for him for escape again. The Governor asked him about his plan and 

Evans told every bit of it to him. Finally, the prison van was called to take Evans to the prison. The 

Governor felt proud of catching him again. As soon as the van started, the prison officer unlocked 

Evans‘s handcuffs and asked the driver to drive fast so that the police could not catch them again. 

Finally, Evans once again managed to escape from the clutches of the police with the help of his 

friends. 

 

Question  
 

1.  Reflecting on the story, what did you feel about Evans‘ having the last laugh? 

 

Ans. Evans was a very cunning person who smartly devised his plan to escape from the jail. He 

kept on misleading the police and the Governor with false evidences so that nobody could reach him. 

When Governor tracks him in the hotel and feels satisfied about his being able to catch his prey, 

Evans makes up another plan to escape and this he did again with the help of his friends who 

impersonate as the prison officer and driver and takes him away again in front of the eyes of the 

governor. So, we can say that Evans‘ had the right to laugh as he managed everything very well. 

 

2. When Stephens comes back to the cell he jumps to a conclusion and the whole machinery 

blindly goes by his assumption without even checking the identity of the injured ‗McLeery‘. Does 

this show how hasty conjectures can prevent one from seeing the obvious? How is the criminal able 

to predict such negligence? 

 

Ans. When Stephens comes back to the cell he sees Mcleery lying in a pool of blood. He was badly 

hit on his head and the blood was dripping on his beard and clothes. Stephens was a new recruit. He 

was not having much experience of such tricks and so when he saw an injured man in the cell, he 

instead of paying attention to the identity of the injured person mistook him as the real Mc Leery. He 

at once came to the conclusion that he escorted Evans to the gates and so the story spread like that 

and everyone else in the prison also believed it to be so. Evans was being a cunning criminal knew 

the weakness of all the officers and that is why he knitted his plan in a way that things went well in 

his favor. 

 

3. What could the Governor have done to securely bring back Evans to prison when he caught 

him at the Golden Lion? Does that final act of foolishness really prove that ―he was just another 

good-for-a-giggle, gullible governor, that was all‖? 

 

Ans. In order to correct all the previous mistakes, the governor should have accompanied Evans 

himself to the prison. But he trusted the fake prison officer and the driver who were none other but 

friends of Evans. This was not his first mistake, he had done such mistakes in the past also. For 

example, he never verified about the German teacher who was later found to be Evans‘s friend and 

not even Mc Leery who also was one of the Evans‘s friends. He didn‘t inform Stephens or Jackson 

that he was able to track Evans through the correction slip. In order to show himself the smartest 

person he thought of taking the whole situation in his own hands and took his friends to be the real 
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prison officer and the driver without even verifying their identity and let Evans escape once again. So 

yes we can say that he was good-for-a-giggle. 

 

4. While we condemn the crime, we are sympathetic to the criminal. Is this the reason why 

prison staff often develops a soft corner for those in custody? 

 

Ans.  Yes, it is right that everyone condemns the crime. But when we see a criminal bearing the 

punishment our perception towards him changes. So, is with the prison officers who with the passage 

of time develops a soft corner for them. This can be seen in the story as well. Jackson, who was a 

strict officer, also let Evans wear his hat because he considered it to be his lucky charm. Whereas 

Evans was a very tricky person who had already discovered the emotional side of the Jackson. 

 

5. Do you agree that between crime and punishment it is mainly a battle of wits? 

 

Ans. Yes, we can say so if we go by the story. We all know that each battle is won by the strong 

person. In the story the whole war was based on the mental ability and not the physical ability. The 

prison officer had taken away all sorts of weapons from Evans so that he may not find any way to 

escape but Evans used his tricky brain and managed to escape.  
 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 

(i) What kind of a person was Evans? 

 

Evans was a young, clever prisoner. He had escaped thrice from the prison for which he was known 'Evans the 

Break'. He was not a violent sort of a person. He was quite a pleasant person and was a star at the Christmas 

concert. He was a 'Kleptomaniac' and had broken jail thrice. He was a master planner and was very sociable. 

He knew how to keep intimate contacts with people. In the words of the Governor, he was a pleasant sort of 

chap with no record of violence. 

 

i) What were the precautions taken for the smooth conduct of the examination? 

 

Ans. For smooth conduct of examination various precautionary measures were taken. All sharp instruments like 

razor, nail scissors were removed. 

 

The Governor, senior prison officer Jackson and officer Stephen were put on duty. A special invigilator was 

arranged. 

 

A microphone was fitted in the prison cell where the examination was to be conducted. 

 

ii. How did the question paper and the correction slip help the prisoner and the governor? 

  

Ans. A photocopied sheet was very cleverly pasted on the question paper and the correction slip. It was to finalize 

the details of plan of escape and to make the authorities believe that the wounded man was Mcleery, the 

invigilator himself. On the other hand, these helped the governor to locate the place where Evans was hiding. 

 

(iii) What was seen by Stephens on opening the peep hole of Evans' cell after seeing off Mcleery? 

 

Ans. After seeing off Mcleery, Stephens had an intuition to have looked into the cell of Evans. He was shocked to 

see something very horrible. There he found a man lying in the chair with his head smeared in blood. Based on 

a preconceived notion, without ensuring the identity of injured man, Stephens took him as Mcleery. He raised 

hue and cry and called the police. 
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(iv) How did Evans manage his final escape? 

 

Ans. Evans was on verge of arrest in the hotel. He was handcuffed and made to sit in prison van. But the people 

sitting in the van were his accomplices who were hand in glove with him. They opened his handcuff and took 

the van to News bury and facilitated his final escape. Thus, Evans outwitted the governor by dodging and 

taking a lead over him with his calculated and meticulous steps. 

 

(v) How was injured Mcleery able to befool the prison officers? 

 

Ans. Mcleery befriended the invigilator in the jail who supplied him the artificial blood in a rubber ring. Being a 

fine actor, he poured it over himself and with his handkerchief hid his face from the eyes of the prison officers. 

He faked unbearable pain and pretended incoherent an utterance so as to conceal his voice. With his superb 

acting he befooled and confused the prison officers'. 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE 

 

i. What different queries does the Secretary of the Examination Board make from the Governor before 

conducting the examination for Evans and why? 

ii. Who made a call regarding a correction in the question paper? What did it really want to convey? 

iii. Who is Carter? What does the Governor want him to do and why? 

iv. How did the Governor manage to reach Evans in the hotel? 

v. What did the Governor do to find about the correction slip? 

vi. Why did Evans drape a blanket round his shoulder? What did Stephens think about it? 

vii. In spite of strict vigilance, how did Evans' friends manage to help him disguise in the cell? 

viii. How did Evans convince Jackson to allow him to wear his hat? 

ix. How is Evans not a typical criminal? 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 

i. What were the precautions taken for the smooth conduct of the examination? 

 

Ans.  Evans had already escaped from the jail on three occasions. There was always a fear that he might make 

another attempt to escape. Therefore all possible precautions were taken The Governor personally monitored 

all security arrangements. Recreation Block was heavily guarded from where he expected the prisoner to make 

another break. Evans' cell was thoroughly checked by Jackson to ward off the possibility of the presence of 

material which might hamper the smooth conduct of the examination. 

 

His nail scissors, nail-file and razor were taken away and to keep a strict watch on the activities of the cell 

during the examination, the Governor got it bugged. A police officer Stephens was posted to keep a constant 

vigil on his activities. The invigilator was also frisked to make sure that he carried no objectionable material 

with him. 

 

ii. "Between crime and punishment it is mainly a battle of wits". Justify the statement. 

 

Ans.  In the story "Evans tries an O-level", the prisoner Evans was able to escape in spite of the best precautionary 

measures. In this story there is a battle of wits between the governor and two officers on one hand and Evans 

on the other. It was fully ensured by the prison authorities that Evans should not escape at any cost. He 
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impersonated McLeery, the invigilator, and stayed inside the cell. And finding the right opportunity he 

escaped. Thus, Evans had the last laugh while the Governor was just a good for giggle, gullible officer. 

 

The police arrest criminals and the law enforcing agencies fight cases. But many a times, the criminals go scot 

free by playing numerous uncanny ways. The punishment often does not match with the gravity and intensity 

of crimes. It varies according to the resourcefulness of the criminal, his ability to defend himself and how 

cunningly he is able to manipulate the facts and figures. 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE 

 

i. How does Evans outwit the jail authorities? 

ii. How could the jail authorities have averted Evan's escape? 

iii. Do you think the title 'Evans Tries an O-Level' is appropriate? Give reasons in support of your answer. 

iv. How did the Governor manage to reach Evans in the hotel? 

v. Who is the driver of the van who eventually takes Evans to freedom? 

vi. What is more responsible for Evan‘s escape? His smartness or the flaws on the part of jail authority? Give 

reasons to support the answer. 

 


